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Have You Ever Attended 
Speech Convention? 


HAVE ATTENDED previous annual convention Among the many program items: 
the Speech Association the Eastern States, you'll GENERAL SESSION LISTENING, 


back for the next! All you need know the date 9:45 11:30 
Other April meetings include sections PREACH- 


(April 12-13); and the place (Sheraton-McAlpin Hotel, ING, TELEVISION, APHASIA, and THEATRE 
New York City). all 1:00-2:30; PROFESSIONAL ROUNDTABLE 
you never have attended, assured you are wel- DISCUSSIONS; ADMINISTRATIVE 

LEMS; GRADUATE and many other sec- 
come and that you will find enormously stimu- tional meetings, all 3:00-4:30. Don’t miss the Cocktail 
lating. you are teacher, student, businessman, Hour, 4:30-6:00, the Theatre Party, with tickets 


available for “The Bells Are 
April has meetings scheduled all morning many 


areas Speech; and the afternoon are held the 
annual business meeting and Executive Committee 


housewife provided only that you are interested 

the problems effective speech you will find 
What must you do? Only this: you are already sessions. 

member the SAES, just come 9:00 a.m., April 


12, and register the Convention desk, paying your 


annual membership fee $3.50 (or $7.50, you want SPONSOR 


join the SPONSORS TODAY’S SPEECH). 
you are not member, you are invited join the 
same fee, which includes subscription TODAY’S 


SPEECH. TODAY’S SPEECH 


Better yet: write advance Executive Secretary 


Paul Holtzman, Department Speech, Brooklyn $7.50 
College, Brooklyn 10, Y., enclosing your check 
and you will receive detailed program the mails. (List Printed September issue.) 
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Parable 


Speech and the Stolen Towels— 


Robert West 


Dr. West, scholar who also rare master the great art 
Common Sense (and Director the Speech and Hearing 
Center Brooklyn College) suggests sound standard for our 


speech. 


that their chain houses with over 5,000 
rooms, they lost theft more than 10,000 towels. Some 
these were stolen employees, but the greater por- 
tion were carried off the premises the customers’ 


luggage. the same time the customers, “guests,” 

paid gratuities the employees the amount over 
$300,000. 


Now, may confess that this story about the hotels 


valid the story the goose that laid the Golden 
Eggs the Good Samaritan. 
Why that those same customers who are gen- 


erous with the help the hotel are ungenerous 
when comes the property the corporation oper- 


ating the hotel? that they feel that both they and 
the help are suffering the expense the company 
and they, the guests, hope even the score tipping 


the bellboys and waiters $2.00 more and then re- 
imbursing themselves stealing some linen? Hardly. 


that they feel that the servitors need the money 
and the stockholders the corporation not? The 
guests probably not think out that far. they 
did, they would leave tip for the maid. 

the guests imagine that their pilfering will not 
discovered the maid? course not! They know 
what the maid will think them when she makes 
the room. Why they care little about her opinion 
them? guess is: because she unknown per- 
son whom they have not seen and may never meet. 
them her opinion matter importance. But the 
bellboy, the waiter, the hatcheck girl are people 
whom the customers meet face face. 

Lets admit it! Immediate personal approval those 
who look the eye stronger impelling force 
for many than our own consciences. give tips 
sometimes grudgingly because not want 
the person facing say under his breath: 
stingy, ignorant the ways the world, 
poor. 

The speaker any conversational situation like 
the customer whom have described. faced with 


the need put good front. The person who fears 
the opinion the bellboy also fears, the same token, 


the regard his conversational partner. does not 
want labeled unsophisticated uncultured. That 
motivation determines his vocabulary, his grammar and 
his pronunciation. Let discuss the problem these 
folks who are afraid being classed 


Here the boy, brought the back woods, who 
goes away college, then gets position teacher 
cultured suburban community. His origin must not 
known the people his town, most whom 
have settled there cultured refugees from the big 
city. must avoid all rusticisms; hence over com- 
pensates for his cultural origin. has been saying, 
for example, doo for dew, Toosday for Tuesday, and 
noo for new. learns say what his townsfolk 
say, diw and tiw and But also takes the word 
coupon and utters that rhyme (in the first syllable) 
with Cupid instead with cooper. pronounces the 
word percolator though were perculator, using 
this newly learned the second syllable. develops 


very nice speech, indeed. 
This type speaking said exhibit Ayper-urban- 


ism. more urban than the urbs, itself. The insis- 
tence upon pronouncing envelope though began 
with the syllable on, though were spelled 
cleek, vase rhyme with ma’s, hyper-urbanism 


speakers say the first word with en, the second click, 
and the third though rhyme with face. 
attempt appear what one not, least avoid 
appearing what one afraid people may think him 


be. 


Some timid souls are afraid admit, even in- 
direct implication, that they were brought home 
where Father sat the front stoop his stocking 
feet Sunday afternoon and spit over the railing into 
the flower bed. Such persons carefully change the name 
the dear old home town from Johnsons Creek 
(Crick) Johnson’s Creek. They may not see that this 
inconsistent with pronounced bin. But what 
logic the timid ego! Such ego does not mind 
saying for were not; but really 
afraid say ain’t, for not. avoids the ain’t 


because fears his hearer will class him with the 
ain’ters his old home town. 
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Now, you look back this article you will find 
word lifted right out the Latin reader. Why did 
it? Because have lived college communities 
long that have got the habit spicing 
speech with few erudite words show col- 
leagues that, though may have been born small 
German peasant town Wisconsin, can nevertheless 


talk the language the college faculty club. But 


should not forget that out 100 those college 
faculty members come from humble 
rural urban, where speak urbs makes the lis- 
tener think one speaking herbs. 


The motto our College Nil Sine Magno Labore. 


could not possibly have English motto. Cer- 
tainly not! did, other college faculties would think 
that ordinarily talked English our faculty meet- 
ings. Some languages have very high social standing. 
Latin one. also Greek, French, and formerly 


German. So, sprinkle your sentences with 
gestalten, apologia, and quid nunc convey 
that you don’t (excuse moi, listen the radio 
breakfast, but rather chat with your family So- 
cratic Greek. the musician, Italian words are useful 


ego-builders; but careful not throw any homely 
Sicilian phrases. That may bad saying ain’t, 
speaking phrase low German Kentucky Hill 
Billy. 

Keep your speech cultured taking samples from 
languages that you not know very well, 
ticularly from languages culture. What are the lan- 
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guages culture? Why, the languages that cultured 
folks quote. Who are the cultured the 
people who quote cultured languages. Simple that! 


matters not how you pronounce 
languages culture, such Latin Greek. Cicero 
and Plato arise confound you. That the 
reason why many cultured folks prefer Latin and 
Greek. But beware the words from the modern 
languages. wrong pronunciation may brand you 
speaker some lowly farm dialect some city 
cockney, may even mark you pretender 
culture (which most likely you would be, don’t let 
them discover that). 

This pretense works sometimes reverse. One lives 
sophisticated environment for many years that 


actually speaks sophistocatese habit without any 
conscious motive ego defense. Then has ad- 


dress audience made what calls the great 


unwashed what more likely refer (un- 


grammatically) the ho: polloi. Now has prove 
(or pretend) that unrealistic egg-head. 
tries back the speech his youth. his dis- 


may finds that inept playing this role 
was originally when was just learning speak 


sophistocatese. quite unconvincing this audi- 
ence. 


Moral this? Why simply this: Eat the Auto- 
mat, and when you live the hotel, steal only the 


towels that are practically worn out, don’t forget tip 
the maid, and talk talk that real! 


WHEN THE DIPLOMAT SPEAKS 
The failure settle the “Cold War” recent international conferences 
(despite the temporary flurry false optimism labelled “the spirit Geneva” 
calls for public guidance how understand the peculiar speech problems 


the diplomats. Following are few hints: 
think all have learned that there use trying guess what the 
Communists mean insinuation and hints.” Major General William Harrison, 


Panmunjom, Korea, April 1952. 


“The postwar trend toward diplomacy conference, diplomacy loud- 


speaker, and diplomacy insult has been hysterical.’ 


York Times, November 22, 1954. 


“An job longer the relatively simple one carrying out 
his policy high level. .As see it, his job also reach the 


people and give them some understanding the objectives and policies the 
United States.” Chester Bowles, Report, 1953. 


“It the method modern statesmen talk much folly the public 
demand and practice more than compatible with what they have 


said, trusting that such folly action must wait folly word will soon 


disclose itself such, and furnish opportunity for slipping back into wisdom 
passions and public ignorance play part the world which 


who aspires lead democracy must take account.” 


John Maynard Keynes, 


Essays Persuasion, Harcourt Brace, 1932. 
“Open diplomacy now tends frozen diplomacy.” Lester Pearson, 


Foreign Minister Canada, September, 1953. 
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And Individual Thinking 


John Keltner 


Dr. Keltner, Chairman the Speech Department Kansas 


State College, presents some practical ideas from 
ground his specialization discussion. 


discussion and can solved! All 


have let the minds several people range 
freely around problem and solution striking 
significance will emerge!” 

This kind talk sounds all too familiar. fact 


typical the attitude many people toward the 


use discussion. Unfortunately, this just isn’t all there 
it. 
THE “MAGIC” DISCUSSION 
Somewhere, our enthusiasm about discussion and 
group processes, have allowed the fallacy discus- 


sion “magic” become far too commonly accepted. 


Part the problem rises from the manner which 
define the discussion process itself. 
First, discussion should not considered casual 


Second, not just the interesting inter- 


play communication factors within group. fact, 


the process actually call discussion purposive 
and highly complicated procedure 
many facets human behavior and thought. order 


provide effective discussion need highly skilled 


individuals who possess considerable facility thinking, 


communication, and the perception subtle feelings 
and thought other people. 
Primary among the factors basic significance 


discussion the process thinking. ability rea- 


son, judge ideas, sift out fact and opinion, 


organize and integrate ideas critical the process. 
Thus, there “magic” discussion. What 


highly trained effectively thinking group indi- 
viduals who are able submit themselves the stiff 
discipline working and thinking with others. 


William Whyte makes quite point the danger 
“groupthink” which people are forced into medi- 


ocrity and submit that effective discus- 
sion far away from this kind thing any 


procedure could be. because depends the 
highest level individual thinking and because also 
may stimulate and increase the thinking ability 


Whyte, Wm. Jr., Anybody Listening?” Simon 
Schuster, 1952. Chapter 11. 


THINKING THINKING 


Try you may you cannot remove the business 


thinking from the nervous system which part 
individual. Thought individual matter. Yet the 
process thinking person stimulated external 


matters well internal reactions. group 


which struggling with problem there may many 


stimuli flying around which sensitive individual can 
use stir his thinking machine. But the manner 
which “receives the signals” from others his 


group may have lot with his The 
nature the “signals” passed around group dis- 
cussion has lot with the manner which the 
individuals are able think. 

What must person bring discussion group 
order assure the productivity thought commonly 


attributed the process? find part the answer 
pick book elementary logic. Then study the 


nature and meaning language. Know how com- 
municate with others. And, course, know the sub- 
ject which you speak. 


not purpose provide text these ele- 


mentary matters. striving only establish point 
view respect their use. would think that 
when enter discussion should have least the 


following things: 


Information about the problem. 


ability organize that information and other 
information that may appear the course 
the interaction. 


ability identify and evaluate the informa- 


tion that significant the problem. 


ability make reasoned judgments with the 
information available. 

beyond the information hand and construct 


new theories, new relationships. 


after occurs. 

Now these things are basic essentials. Yet ob- 

vious that many groups convene with members who 


are unable provide these skills. Thus the discussion 


group will need perform another role than just 
solving given problem. The process itself will need 
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provide opportunity for members increase their 
skill. this point that discussion educational 
device has great value. But again, the value the de- 
vice depends the discipline and the orderliness with 


which the problem attacked. Discussion cannot 


much help thinking unless there built into 


procedures for analysis and evaluation 
cesses transit. Specifically, criticism and 
“self-analysis” procedure considerable value 


developing this skill. working group should 


matter procedural precedence set aside time the 


beginning, during the meeting, and the close con- 
sider the procedures and processes that are being used. 
Under these conditions the greatest value discussion 
aid thinking may achieved. 


The process thinking the context group 


discussion requires certain characteristics. These are the 
earmarks situation that productive thought: 
communication network that includes every- 
one the group. (Don’t get caught the fallacy 
assuming that only those who are talking are 
participating. The listener rather important 
figure discussion group.) 
understand each other and can take the time 


establish shared meanings for the symbols they 


use trying talk with one another. 


system “relatedness.” That is, the members 
the group must able find common cause 
the problems under consideration and their 


personal with each other. 


degree cohesion which will hold the group 


together under stress individual differences, 
conflict, and threat. This cohesion should not 


imposed bond but should DEVELOPED 
bond stemming from the essential good-will and 


concern the members for the problem and for 


each other. 


atmosphere which allows, even encourages, 
differences opinion yet provides sufficient mo- 
mentum that decisions the group can 


THE DISCIPLINE GROUP THINKING 


Thinking together, thinking alone, doesn’t come 
one the easy bonanzas living. The process 
inter-woven with the psychology the people and the 
circumstances surrounding the existence the group. 


Throughout the process the work the individuals 
the group the cornerstone the thinking edifice. 
you are compulsively secretive individual group 
discussion not the best place for you work. you 


are responsive people and the ideas that people 


represent and present, you may gain much from the 
interaction group discussion. you feel the need 


See Keltner, John, Group Discussion Processes, Long- 
mans Green, 1957, for more comprehensive 
analysis the factors involved group effectiveness. 


1957 


protect and shield your ideas from the examina- 
tion and criticism others, you’re for rough going 
good discussion group. And, furthermore, 
not likely pull your share the load. 


remember vividly watching father struggle with 


gang four mules one the old gang plows 
that cut green sod into black furrows. One those 
mules was strong and handsome animal. But just 
didn’t work with the other mules. The plowing was 


done. But was not done until that “cussed mule” 


was trained work with his team and pull his full 
weight harness. 

The individual thinking like dad’s mule. mat- 
ter how strong you may you plow the fur- 
rows unless you work with the team. important 


derivation that the interesting idea that actually 
your personal strength will more good when 
hitched others. 

Discussion, then, properly disciplined and conducted 
with trained personnel valuable testing ground 


the idea-strength the individuals it. source 
stimulation thought and the development new 
ideas. But there magic the process. The harness 
discussion merely way directing the power 
its members. You may learn while you pull your load 


but before you can work with the team you need 


have some strength thought and some skill the 
discipline working together. 


YOUR SPEECH 


Flora Rheta 


the normal development the child both 
speech and language from his prenatal cries till his 
fifth birthday. Includes chapters gifted, re- 


tarded and handicapped children. Describes what 
parents and teachers can get the best results 
and how prevent speech defects. Presents 
typical speech portraits real children one, 
two, three, four and five. 

book for speech teachers and speech clinicians. 
Also for directors children’s theatres because 
treats the imaginative development the child 
and his capacity for dramatic play. 


Also for the layman, particularly the parent who 
wants know how his child develops and how 


help that development. 
With selective bibliography and detailed 
index. 256 pages. $3.50 
Recommended many authorities child 


development, including Dr. Walter Alvarez, 
Professon Emeritus Mayo Clinic, Dr. Antoin- 


ette Raia, Pediatrician connected with Poly- 


clinic Hospital, and Dr. Louise Bates 
Ames the Gesell Institute. 


Putnam’s Sons 
210 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 
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The Need For Simplified Language 


Dominick Barbara 


practicing psychiatrist New York City, Dr. Barbara con- 
the series illuminating articles which writing 


TODAY HAS NOT BEEN SWAYED what 
goes gatherings have attended reli- 


gious, political, scientific, occupational social? 


all like get together now and again for the purpose 
sharing certain customs, wearing various regalia, 
marching processions. like associate and iden- 
tify with particular group, incorporate its tradi- 


tions and philosophies into our own beliefs order 


give purpose our way life. this, there usually 


leader who acts the group mouthpiece and man- 
ages communicate the feeling that saying 
something important, regardless the words used 


what being said. such groups rarely attempt 


use our own critical powers stop assess the 


truth what hear. some means mass sug- 
gestion, willingly mold ourselves the group 
image. grow excited, sad, joyous, angry 


react what the speaker wants feel. listen 
and react habitually. 


the speaker should person prominence 
the community bank trustee, college professor, 
statesman and automatically assume that 


can safely follow his judgments 


ments without bothering use our own evaluative 


faculties. are content habitual listeners and 
allow ourselves influenced such things the 
voice, its hypnotic quality, the imtonations 
and the rhythm the sounds evaluate 


his ability communicate meaningfully not terms 


his verbalizations but relation the degree 
which are impressed and affected him. Too fre- 
quently this appeal depends not much what 
being said the external appearance, his 
poise, his delivery, his ability avoid issues which will 
disturb antagonize his listeners. 

Among the so-called influential speakers our day, 


find politicians, preachers, television commentators, 
business tycoons, newspapermen and speech experts 


whose reputations speakers are often based the 


ease with which they speak the way one word fol- 


lows another, their ability change context will 
make their own interpretations given facts, 
their way taking unto themselves the qualities 


omnipotent “god-like” authority, Theirs the last 


word simply because they have made and because 


they have established reputations. 
Sadly enough, such speakers are often listened 


for TODAY’S SPEECH. 


with respect and are unquestioningly accepted lis- 
teners who are willing participate passively 


ing their ideas handed down them. Too often 


are content accept such speakers face value simply 
because they have been endorsed someone im- 
portance. swear them, cheer for them, get into 


arguments defending what they have said. Yet how 


often ask ourselves what actually being said 


and has any real meaning for us? How often 
stop consider how actually fee/ about what 
have just heard? 


personality like the Evangelist Billy 
Graham sways masses people his crusades and 


frequently manages persuade those who flock 
hear him change their way life. That does 
succeed often due chiefly the fact that there are 
many who, mistrusting their own convictions, wait 


anxiously for some such dynamic personality come 


along and their messiah. not mean 


that all evangelists rely the surface impact their 
messages. Obviously they believe deeply and sincerely 
what they preach. Nevertheless such speaker does 


get his meaning across fiery delivery and ability 


excite, exhilarate, and incite intense feeling those 


who listen him. himself responds and communi- 
cates the outside often terms his own emotion- 
ally perturbed state and not the basis what 
should find investigation his life-facts. 


Before communication can have meaning, the speak- 
er, the listener and the thing object involved the 
discussion must have mutual relationship some 


sort. talk productively, the speaker must define his 


terms, know what talking about, and 


words indicators references the basic content 
his thought. Otherwise will sound like the par- 
rot which says words having little thought content 


communicative meaning. also must willing 


assume responsibility for what saying, speak 


and not down his listeners, and have respect for and 
wholeheartedly open criticism and the evaluative 
opinions others. There should be, finally, levels 
agreement not much the facts facts but the 


total basic content. For instance, may differ about 


which candidate should elected office, and how 
that office should run. Yet Americans basically 
agree the principles freedom and democracy. 
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must have clarity for both the speaker and the listener; 
must dynamic process and flexible enough 
change with the changing and differing natures men. 


paraphrase Stuart Chase, language not only 


means for expressing thought the lack it, but 
shaping our culture. Since speech the essential means 
communication, mutual understanding must depend 


shared meanings. Meaning relative experience, 


and for message understood, there must 


over-lapping experience between sender and receiver. 

There doubt that the communication systems 
our world are sadly out order. The Book Pro- 
verbs says: “The Simple believeth every word.” How- 


ever our present day culture far from simple and its 


complexities are reflected our language. 
English far the richest language the world 
has vocabulary close one million words and 
inexhaustible supply synonyms, connotations and 


nuances yet there are some conspicuous lacks. Un- 


fortunately our speech frequently meaningless and 
unproductive. 


Consider the innumerable attempts made our per- 
iodicals, radio, television and other communication 


media, change the real meanings behind issues 


order make them fit their own preconceived dogmas 
philosophies, the skillful attempts make the 
words mean something quite different the reader 


listener than what the facts warrant. You will then get 


some picture the seriousness the misuse our 
language. 

Consider further the powerful impact speech 
communicative weapon political campaigns, in- 
ternational debate, the incredible double-talk that 


pours smoothly from the Soviet propaganda machine. 


terms the destructive use language one has 
only remember what was done the German people 
the language the Hitler propaganda chiefs. 

example the importance interchangeable 


concepts, compared the fixed notion the one- 


and-only meaning words, occurs the following old 
and undoubtedly contrived story. Noah Webster, author 
the dictionary, was once observed Mrs. Webster 
making eyes serving maid. “Noah Webster, 


surprised!” exclaimed the indignant wife. “Not all, 


madame,” answered Noah, unperturbed, 


prised; you are amazed.” 

Mr. Webster, know, was authority words 
and purist their use. Were alive today 
would distressed observe that words longer 


have precise meanings which adhere strictly their 


basic origins, but that many them achieve meanings 
either foreign their true intent subject guilt 
association. The growing and pressing needs our 
culture have increasingly added our vocabulary, 


which today appears acquiring new and com- 
plex definitions. 
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the following, Englishman and American 
are discussing the need for simplified language: 

‘And how you Americans simplify it,’ the Eng- 
lish visitor said. interested the use here the 


word fix. invited dinner and host asks how 
would like drink fixed. means mixed. hos- 


tess calls hurry because dinner fixed 
and she means prepared. host says must get 
flat tire fixed and means repaired. You say you 


are fixed income and you mean steady and un- 


changing. You say you will fix something the wall 


and you mean attach. And you say fix him 
and you mean get revenge. Finally you remark that 
you are “in hell fix” and see that you have 


some comprehension predicament trying 


follow your 

opposed this Englishman’s understandable con- 
fusion, consider this prayer written the eleventh cen- 
tury Arabic poet and grammarian: 


“We praise Thee, God, 
For whatever perspicuity language 
Thou hast taught 


And whatever eloquence Thou hast inspired with. 
And style supported conclusiveness, 
And accuracy that may exclude incorrectness.” 


Jacques Barzun recent New York Times article 


says that the modern crusade for plain words and 
simplicity language began 1913 with Sir Arthur 
Quiller-Couch’s inaugural lecture “jargon”. Since 
then, such writers Herbert, Robert Graves, 


Alan Hodge, Aldous Huxley, Herbert Read and others 


have tried persuade that “jargon” 
Couch defined menace culturally, socially, 
tically and financially. Yet our use jargon increas- 
ingly widespread adopt newly coined words, 
technical terminologies and involved and complicated 


phrasings which range from the vocabulary science 


the present day vernaculars politicians, hillbilly 
dialects, Broadway lingo and other unique language 
patterns such those find our Gertrude Steins. 


Take, for example, this excerpt, given Clifton 
Fadiman, from the text memorandum purported 


have been passed around one the major television 


networks: 
“Since this situation hits where live, and 
since has geared before hit the stretch 


only logical that throw few cross-bucks 


before take off tackle. can’t help feeling 
that all soft grape this state the 
game, and unless want get caught with our 
metaphors down, better get the egg off our 
faces and the cablestitch sweaters off our teeth.” 


Another means complicating our use language 
the cultural use word magic with its implied 
notion that certain words, when spoken, control and 
predict future events. When say, for example, 


“Come here!” are not describing the actual world 
about nor are merely expressing our feelings 
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NEED FOR SIMPLIFIED LANGUAGE 


are trying make something happen. Our worded 
commands, pleas, requests, and orders are our simplest 
devices for making things happen means words. 

There are times however when spite the use 


appropriate terms, our language seems dull, uninterest- 


ing and not sufficiently effective communicating the 
desired messages. such times that are com- 
pelled supplement simple directive language non- 
verbal affective appeals many kinds. symbolically 


throw someone kiss; gesture with our hands when 


want someone approach; embrace another 


warmly raise wine glass when want 
wish them well. And, the use many frames 
reference books, greeting cards, letters, wires, phoned 


messages, give meaning and magical power 


words appealing the inner emotions and feelings 


human beings. 
advertising find one the most exploitive 
usages language and the magical play words. 


During the latter part the 19th century, when ad- 
vertising was still its infancy, many looked upon 


odd phenomenon which would soon pass. Today 
has become one the most powerful and influential 
media mass communication. 

Consider for instance, some the word appeals sug- 


gested present day popular ads: 


Halo Leaves Hair Cleaner, Softer, Brighter. 
Halo Glorifies Your Hair Naturally! 
You hear bigger whoosh 
You smell fresher aroma 


You taste extra richness 


—Chase Sanborn 
Folks who know their ask for 
Now Necchi invents amazing new way 
sew! Just push button! 


Another area which magic has formidable langu- 
age effect the logic superstition. Superstition is, 


ways thinking belonging earlier stages human 
development. 

The language superstition implies very little logic 


reason, yet have used for centuries, Consider 


some the following popular survivals. When you 
have not been affected illness over period time, 
you rap wood; when you sneeze, someone says “God 
bless you,” You cross your fingers 


before competitive attempt, asking for raise, 


wishing for something favorable happen. you ac- 
cidentally walk under ladder, you cautiously and 
anxiously retrace your steps backward. you salt, 
you toss pinch over your left shoulder; you say 
peremptorily, “Don’t mention you'll make hap- 
pen!” 

The urge talk for talk’s sake compulsion all 
are familiar with. It, too, however, adds our 
language confusion. means establishing contact 
with those about us, are given expressing our- 
selves our fellow men pronouncements and dis- 


cussions about anything and everything. The “together- 


ness” our meeting and the need talk therefore be- 
come the primary factors social conversation; the 
content the subject matter secondary. 


The complexity feelings, experiences, actions, ob- 
jects and thought are infinitely diverse that one 


sense their completeness can never reached words. 
For example, the use speech describe particular 
emotion, taste color one who has not experienced 
something similar will prove both futile and frustrat- 


ing. While are able describe words what any 


one these supposed like terms its ob- 
jective values, our true inner perception com- 
plex that words themselves are not enough. 


V 
The fitness language its final analysis de- 
pends its ability communicate something mean- 
ingful someone else. That something not the actual 


word words used but whatever that word words 
represent. language must have the capacity and abil- 


ity convey purposeful message. Its clarity will de- 


pend upon the degree which the words represent 
the same thing for the listener that they for the 
speaker. Clifton Fadiman quotes the following com- 
ment Thomas Pyles: “What fittest language 
has way surviving, the admirable the real 


McCoy, highbrow, crook, lengthy, haywire, panhandle, 
roughneck, Annie Oakley, and out have done. 
What graceless fraudulent ponderously ‘cute’ 

ekes out banal and colorless existence among the 


silly, the sentimental, and the addlepated 


Today our own cultural pattern overemphasis, 
terms importance and value, placed the use 
the intellect. survive and achieve recognition 
social status, one must “intelligent,” 


wise,” “quick the draw,” “know the right people,” 
“use the right lingo,” etc. Our vernacular, which 


constantly being added result the ever- 
changing and pressing demands our society with 
its increased interest travel, our mass communica- 
tion radio, newspapers, television, the propaganda 


systems and science magazines, the new terms stem- 


ming from both the atomic and electronic ages, affects 
the whole general trend toward the specialization 
knowledge, education and pursuits. Moral 
values and the intrinsic human values the family 


setting, sense respect for others’ wishes, mutuality 


and fraternalization with others, are being swamped 
our fast and furious race toward mechanization, and 
linguistic complexities. There are too few writers today 
who are content with describing our way life the 
warm simple language pattern Mark Twain. 


order give our lives constructive and purpose- 


ful meaning, essential that talk simply and 
understand clearly. The cultivation 
language will enable understand the implied 
meanings behind words, names, labels, and gain 


better knowledge the structure the world 
live in, its complexities will grow less mysterious and 
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confused and with each other with 
truthful meaning, sense responsibility, mutual rap- 


port and understanding, our language will become 


brightened and less alien. 


Reporter editorial, Max Ascoli made this inter- 
esting comment concerning language communica- 
tion medium: 


“At Geneva found our tongue. had 


things say, and world-wide audience hung 
our words. Whatever was said our leaders 
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far less important than the fact that could 
speak freely, and that the response what had 


say was overwhelming. was response 
specific demands, compellingly asked our repre- 
sentatives the public opinion mankind. 


Geneva, our delegation found out that could talk 
peace about fairly specific and crucial problems, 


such Germany, the satellites, the reduction 


armament, international Communism, without 
either serving Russia risking war with it.” 


The Conservatism Modern Poetry 


Don Geiger 


Dr. new book poems, Truce, (Los 
Altos, Cal., Round Table Books, $2.50) illustrates the point 
his article. 


TITLE COURSE EXPLOITS PARADOX. take 
our moderns group experimental, re- 
bellious, newfangled and difficult the point eccen- 
tricity. discuss with straight face conservative as- 
pects their poetry may seem some persons point- 
less joke which hardly takes the modern achievement 
seriously. Indeed, there are those casual readers, per- 
haps more numerous than think, who really not 
take modern poetry seriously but seem regard 
simply rather gauche expression youthful high 
jinks. 

not mean, approving conservatism, com- 
fort such readers, modern poetry were 
gordian knot which, cheerfully unsnarled more 
earnest new poets, may yet lead back the com- 
fortable country Tennyson and Browning. Rather, 
would address remarks those more persistent 
readers who, while not liking modern poetry, take 
seriously enough attack it. These attacks are made 
ordinarily the name the public interest, and 
imagine little drama which the poet, with his in- 
terpreter, answers the same terms. Having listened 
for thirty-five years the prosecution’s 
peated charges, his climatic speech succinct: “You 


are falsely charging with the public’s crimes.” 
course poet, the defensive, speaks more 
strongly than the facts warrant. The public, however 


tempted, not totally criminal. But the enforced 
privacy his conviction the poet says ominously, “Not 
yet,” and, hopes that “yet” will never come, offers 
his excessive statement the case. All too much aware 
his poetic failures, hopes momentarily sting 


almost heedless public into awareness its own. 


Let consider the two offenses 
attributed the modern poet. 


The first these that has respect for tra- 
dition. Although some graying deans the modern 
movement have been observed recently retiring into 
public pronouncement, anecdote, and the more sedate 
forms criticism, not even this decorous withdrawal 
has greatly revised the public mind the melodramatic 
image which modern artists stalk red-eyed through 
the museums, tumbling the memorable statues and 


splashing ink the portraits the Old Masters. 
But what the spiritual condition the educated 
public, which said cherish its links with the living 
past? Those who have lived sufficiently long have 
already been pretty well reported the poets and 
novelists the generation that was lost, 
slightly later generation that never was found. But 
what the new public, the one that emerging now 
from the high schools and colleges with whatever to- 
morrow shall have? Let not speak now its 


energy and good spirits, its casual acceptance 
technical, urbanized society. viewed, the representa- 
tive this new public appears before the ad- 


mirable shape man. But when consider his 
relation the past, looks like new Rip Van 
Winkle, turned inside out. Waken him from the present 


and stares down the vistas the past with the 
blank, bright-eyed gaze amiable young cat. 


Reading Pound’s poem, “Hugh Selwyn Mauberly,” 
for example, what call the “average” college junior 
does not complain understandably that does not 
know the two three lines written Greek. Actually 
not likely complain all; simply puz- 
zled. has not course ever heard “Flaubert” 
whom first pronounces “Flaw-burt”, but may recall 
Madame Bovary, which someone encouraged him 
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read for its licentiousness. “Penelope” has vague asso- 
ciations for him but “Caliban” and “Ariel” have none 


all. has idea the significance Pound’s 


juxtaposing “Christ” and “Dionysus” and, while 
guesses that “Attic grace” does not refer girl 
locked the storage room the top house, 
sure nothing beyond that. 


large company desperate teachers literature 


will verify, hardly exaggerating. not merely 
that the young man woman knows little literature 
the past, however recent. knows hardly more 
political history. recent issue News and 


World Report Army psychiatrist 


amazement the thinness the intellectual armor 
with which young Korean War prisoners attempted 
shield themselves from Communist interrogators. Large 
numbers young Americans knew little, for example, 


the nature significance the Bill Rights and 


knew still less the working motives foreign 
forms government. The new youth either does not 
know seems uninterested the history philosophy 
and religion. though for him the world was 


created the blast automobile horn and may 
well end, with his half-conscious acceptance, cloud 
atomic smoke. 

not mean distinguish too sharply 
father oldest brother this latest young man. 
harshly characterize him the conscientious 
recognition that are sketching self-portraits. Few 


us, suspect, have really had much literary educa- 
tion and during our youth were rather secretive 


about our taste for reading, though feared the 
world would take for vicious impulse. Nor 
mean insist education’s failure. today’s young 
man, like his father, primarily desires gadgets, com- 
fort, and smooth social adjustments, both have gotten 
the kind education they demand. 


But the context time created citizens 
like these that must reconsider the relation the 
modern poets tradition. Seen such perspective, 
these poets, represented their major voices, have 
truly been Old Guard. Eliot, Pound, Joyce, 
Yeats, and others, have laboriously re-created the past 
that modern man can see himself appears 
the ages. these poets’ imaginative histories seem 
overly private, even the point becoming mere 
literary curiosities, let not blame them solely. Their 


crotchets not totally result from their failure 
share the modern community’s values; probably 
closer the truth say that the 


havior suggests has few creative values share. 


speak poetry’s separation from the public 
leads directly consideration the second per- 
sistent criticism the modern poet. charged 
with having respect for his reader and, after that 


said, only small step, frequently taken, insist 
that has regard for humanity. Having treated the 
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modern poet barbaric prince who burning the 
magnificent carven furniture the past, the angry 


critic tries still another image, equally sensational but 


more aristocratic, which the public therefore probably 
finds even more appalling. this picture the poet, 
too contemptuous his public insult openly, turns 


his disdainful back and mumbles 


suspect that little this vision charts reality. Few 


poets literally try not communicate. But even 
those few cases where suspect such desire, 
unfriendly reading may suspect the early Sym- 


poet’s inhumanity? not, fact, the result the 
poet’s rejection modern society’s own inhumanity, 
its abstract human relations, its violence, its distracted 
energies? 

But let consider the more usual relation writers 
who, wishing communicate, find few readers, 


readers who reject them. Whatever their obliquities, 
not the writers who have almost made inhumanity 
matter normal conduct our time. Not Mann, 


Rilke, Hesse but their improbable and impenetrable 
audience literally broiled, baked, and poisoned five 


million Jews, or, when the gas ovens became crowded, 
threw them into concrete mixers where the living man 
was turned into diced bone and shredded gristle. 

our own country, where the majority re- 
main horrified such human disregard, face our 


own inhuman challenges: workers abstracted from 
their work, urban man increasingly dealing with his 
fellows only terms economic function, increasingly 
remote familial relations, man increasingly separated 


from nature his machines. The paradigm abstract, 


inhuman relations long, and our social critics have 
enunciated many times. far, though violent, our 
society not submerged violence. But once again 
hear poet murmur ominously, “Not yet.” The 
rebel without cause apparently becoming more 
frequent member our society. 

are deeply troubled this rebel, whether 
appears imaginative projection reality the 
movie screen whether fact joins his high school 
classmates “take over” southern town. not 
quite recognize his features the rebelliousness with 
which every new generation begins its palace revolu- 
tion against the adult power. rebellious apparently 
without cause and without aim, and when look him 


our dictionary human types, are shocked 
find him under old-fashioned rubric: the nihilist, 
who loves destroy for destruction’s sake. is, un- 
like the poet whom does not read honor, totally 
irresponsible. 

easy citizens still comfortable society, 
cannot actually believe that even the raucous irrespon- 
sible minority the new youth, little odd perhaps 
their tight britches and flat tops, are really enrolling 
casually the Devil’s party. Let use instead the 


more temperate and almost technical terms irrespon- 
sible, unloved, unconnected, purposeless. 


4 
Los 
tyes 
| 
| 
unior 
not 
tually 
puz- 
bert” 


Where, then, the new youth find purpose and 
connection 

Increasingly our editorialists are suggesting that 
become engineer and that find his purpose 
helping America keep with the Russians. not 
mean deny flood easy rhetoric our real need 
for still further scientific and engineering advance, nor 
mean deny our equally real need keep 
with the Russians. But surely there one road 
which our whole obligation not keep with the 
Russians: and that the inhuman road which men 
are stamped and licensed like machines and along 
which the concentration camps are huddled collect 
outsize parts. 

and large our modern world has offered its citi- 
zen one means connection: offered place 
the ranks, military industrial, faceless men; thus 
beginning, too frequently concludes denying first 
his fellows’ and then his own humanity. 

this context, what our modern “irresponsible” 
poet? phrase, hardly too pat, has offered con- 
fully recognize even the apparently contrary case 
Ezra Pound. But let not emphasize here his dis- 
illusionment with the democratic ethos compare him 
with the poet might have been. Rather, let com- 
pare him, his constant however wrong-headed search 
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for human values, with the Fascist master who his 
last hours was turn Germany into 
and who dreamed total destruction 
beyond re-creation. Even the enemy the state, 
long poet, the image man and the 
value his continual re-creation. 

About the others, whether Frost saying almost 
too smartly, “My object living unite avo- 
cation and vocation” Crane, even en- 
gineering and the building bridge triumphs 
the human spirit, harp and altar, the fury 
fused, (How could mere toil align thy choiring 
strings!”) about the others, shall say nothing. 
Their poems speak for them and, their accents 
humanity, they will speak our society will choose 
hear them. 

this sense, then, that our modern poet 
conservative. conserving, his poems and his 
readers where finds them, human values which have 
suffered terrible attack and which remain dreadful 
danger. 

Perhaps, paper which has had its moment 
passion, may permitted end note which 
modestly hortatory: while the editorialists advertise for 
300,000 new engineers the next ten years, wonder 
might not enjoin them solicit also 3,000 new 
poetry readers. The poetry humanity has been, and 
being, written for their more liberal awareness. 
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SPEECH AND DIPLOMACY 


Smith Simpson 


Smith Simpson, Foreign Service Officer, the American 
Consul General Lourenco Marques, Mozambique. the 
author numerous articles international affairs. 


MUCH BETTER might man were deprived 
his ability speak—or if, least, this unique 
gift articulation were more justly prized and more 
judiciously used. For what one says can helpful 
destructive, reconciling dividing, healing 
wounding. 


Those dealing with international developments 
have especial reason appreciate this for utterance 
international interest has trajectory awe- 
inspiring scale. Just let some piece nonsense issue 
from human muzzle and off goes, like un- 
guided missile, tingling journey the furthermost 
corners the earth, working withering havoc before 
settling earth, like Longfellow’s arrow, one knows 
not where. its course, sets equally tingling 
reactions, startling long-dormant opinions, prejudices 
and emotions from peaceful sleep, until sometimes 
one hardly knows where how begin grapple 
with its effects. 

Not only that. remarkable how often the obser- 
vation individual even private individual 
acquires attribution entire nation. When this 
occurs, can set back months patient, heart-search- 
ing effort promote sensible relations between that 
individual’s nation and another. Armed with the means 
becoming the printed word, the spoken word the 
twentieth century can travel long way from home, 
with lightning swiftness, its destruction perform. 

the same time that some piece nonsense 
taking flight and magically acquiring, soon 
passes national boundary, the great elevated character 
national opinion, some remark commonsense 
having difficulty even getting off the ground. That 
remark may independent may intended 
chaser the nonsensical. either case, seldom 
acquires the fast sweep the ridiculous. 
thought, like sober man, seems less newsworthy 
than its opposite. 

for this reason that some participants inter- 
national relations have turned for consolation more 
distant, less disconcerting age when international rela- 
tions were conducted not clucks and grunts, 
least measured words. Such was the age Louis 
XIV, seems, when foreign policy was the prerogative 
monarchs and diplomats and not encroached upon 
the chatter the multitude. This the age Sir 
Harold Nicolson esteems. 


his latest reflections diplomacy, The Evolution 
Diplomatic Method, Sir Harold has taken the present 
age severely task for substituting blatant “forensic 
propaganda” for the reasonable, quiet, 
methods diplomacy the diplomats. While not 
scrap all existing machinery and return 
the eighteenth nineteenth centuries, never- 
theless the view that from the advent Richelieu 
power 1616 until revolution began rumble 
160 years later, France achieved perfection the 
diplomatic method never achieved before since 
any other nation. But with his usual acumen, Sir Harold 
qualifies his praise that method. The caveat enters 
that “given the ideas and circumstances the time, 
was excellent method.” 

That seems prudent qualification and have 
italicized for the emphasis believe deserves. One 
can judge methods and ideas only the context 
their time. therefore seems wise that, instead 
roundly condemning the furore which characterizes 
much the world’s international relations 
mid-twentieth century, one should analyze the methods 
our time and the conditions our time, search 
suitable measurement our efficacy and weakness 
the field diplomacy. Thence one may proceed 
consideration means improvement. 

This too large project for single article, and 
will limit myself analyzing one sector only 
the methods diplomacy our present age, namely 
the role and methods speech employed 
diplomatist. one examines this limited subject with 
the larger background mind, may find some 
things interest. 


Permanent, continuous diplomatic service fairly 
recent origin. ancient times, ambassadors were desig- 
nated for specific, immediate objectives and when these 
were attained became obvious they could not 
attained, the diplomatic appointment came 
end. The employment was hoc and generally 
matter months. was usually limited negotiation. 
Very often, the Greek city states, the mission was 
concluded debate popular assembly. speech 
has had very ancient emphasis not only 
conduct but the review diplomacy. 

was not until Italian city states came appreciate 
the late Middle Ages the importance systematic 
communication with other governments that ambas- 
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sadors and their retinues acquired permanent residence 
foreign capitals. This importance 
ambassadors and their assistants swiftly 
mark indispensable tools the accomplishment 
inter-governmental objectives. They not only proved 
acute observers political and economic conditions 
the states which they were sent, but they were 
residents those states for long enough periods 
permit their acuteness ripen into understanding. 

Intelligence one thing; understanding another; 
and the Italian city states were wise enough assure 
themselves both. true was this, fact, that the 
detailed reports the Venetian diplomats constitute 
prime source historical knowledge their times. 
They had popular assemblies, however, which 
they were obliged account and diplomacy settled 
into the grooves the conversational and the written 
word. 


was thus that the diplomatist acquired his repute 
good conversationalist. Conducting his business 
with monarchs and ministers, acquired mastery 
the polite phrase, the mot, the witty repartee, 
which became his stock trade. accordance with 
forms established custom, diplomatic intercourse 
became confined largely informal communication, 
oral and written, and formal notes, memoranda 

With the clattering rise moveable type and the 
printing press came the spread representative as- 
semblies and when the chatter the 
key was added this growing rattle reporting and 
opinion international developments, the diplomatic 
fraternity began realize that steadily expanding 
range affairs was intruding upon their polite and 
serene existence. Diplomacy then began swing into 
arc subtending considerably wider angle affairs. 
With this came the necessity expanding and develop- 
ing diplomatic techniques, some which had become 
specialized employment only. One these was the 
art oral communication. proportion the diplo- 
matic guild failed appreciate this growing democrat- 
ization international affairs and adjusted it, 
drew the ridicule the democratic age, traces which 
can still found this second half the twentieth 
century. 


The result all these changes that nowadays 


the uses which the diplomatist puts oral communi- 
cation are exceedingly varied. Let consider the case 
American citizen who has been appointed 


ambassadorship. 


Before departing his mission, the appointee must 


review his assignment with appropriate officials the 
State Department. Whether career diplomat 
political appointee, and the Department must 
get their lines straight. Since, unlike his ancient proto- 


type, the modern ambassador longer dispatched 
for single objective attained through single 
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negotiation, but gone for some time, must 
keep mind whole range problems, methods and 
relationships. Nor these concern simply the country 
which assigned. The interdependence coun- 
tries such that many are often concerned with the 
policies affecting one. Hence, moves require aware- 
ness whole series repercussions, which may 
develop with the chain-like rapidity disintegrating 
atom. 

The diplomatist who knows what about and 
can express himself adequately has shown that, this 
process establishing “meeting the minds” with 
the Department, need not mere agent his 
government: can much influence the defini- 
tion and clarification objectives and methods and the 
emphases distributed among them. What dip- 
lomatist and what influence exerts depends 
good deal the diplomatist and evident 
this phase his career any other. 


International relations interweave wide variety 
interests and objectives these days that ministry 
foreign affairs hard put interlace and 
reconcile these manner avoid contradictions and 
achieve the strength and respect which comes from 
unity purpose. Much grist for this mill coordina- 
tion provided such Departments those 
Commerce, Labor, Agriculture, Treasury and Defense, 
mention few, well independent agencies 
the Government. Other departments and agencies 
than the State Department must therefore drawn 
into the process American diplomatist’s prepara- 
tion for his mission, which concluded conference 
with the President. 


Once his post, the diplomatist’s consultations begin 
with his staff and focus upon his immediate operational 


requirements. needs “filling in” the condition 


his staff, which always state some flux, 
due transfers, leaves, illness the Department’s 
cular time. This “filling in” began Washington and 
carried step further his arrival post and pro- 
ceeds thereafter never-ending development 
which the diplomatist seeks the most effective 


possible. The ambassador needs “filling in” 
government which assigned and those officials 


whom will shortly meeting, once his credentials 
have been presented. needs “filling in” conditions 


the country itself, that even his earliest approaches 
the government will evidence the best possible grasp 
the realities into which our policies must dove- 


tailed. 
Such consultations involve good deal “give and 


take” between ambassador and his staff. these 
staff conferences, each officer provided the opportunity 
communicating others and acquiring for himself 
broader basis fact and perspective than can 


possibly obtain alone. Two heads are better than one, 
matter how good one may be. Hence, open 
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mind never fails enriched these exchanges, 
and this goes for the diplomatist experience well 
for the novitiate. 

Having just benefitted from review things 
Washington, the chief mission can supply not 
only the latest information from the capital but 
insight into Washington’s thinking from all the various 
angles its many-sided prism policy. interest- 
ing one some years foreign service observe 
and compare the variety the quality such presen- 
tations newly-arrived chief. Here point 
which perceptiveness and articulation come fully into 
play and can much determine the efficacy 
mission its many functions. 


One might dilate little staff meetings, for they 
illustrate one the more distinct departures from the 
diplomacy period more remote than fifty years 
ago and the new importance which oral presentation 
has acquired among all ranks those who participate 
the diplomatic process. When missions are small, 
ambassadors can carry most things their own heads 
and when they consult their staff they 
individual basis sometimes, are informed 
park. But with the growing complexity interna- 
tional relationships and rapidity communication, 
single ambassador carry all the 
more important things his head. must necessarily 
work with large number associates ranking from 
through first, second and third secretaries, well 
military and other specialized attaches. Hence, 
meetings have become accepted part mission’s 


regime and the degree success with which they are 
conducted does much determine the mission’s effec- 
tiveness. 

Human nature being what is, the courage 
present dissent from prevailing view not entirely 
universal. officer who wants get ahead rapidly 
may decide play things safe and “go along” with 
prevailing views rather than speak out against them. 
How one conducts himself, suppose, depends largely 
how one views his position whether vehicle 
his own career means service his 


country and the great causes which considers 


committed. There are many times when this distinction 


real one and officer put the acid test 
test all the more difficult since far from home 
base and lacks the means civil servant the 


capital keep his lines straight and assure that all 
interested parties are informed exactly what 
has mind and why opposing popular policy. 


Given the independence think for himself and the 
courage speak up, officer needs consider care- 


fully not only what his differing viewpoint but also 
how best present it. Staff meetings can quite 
sizeable these days, thereby requiring 
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cipating them effective faculty oral presenta- 
tion. Good sense and tact are essential elements, for 
the purpose offering dissenting view not 


provide exercise disagreement but make that 


view acceptable others. One trying induce 
majority pause one course, perhaps well-grooved 
course, long enough weigh the merits quite 
different course. That not easy. There intellec- 


tual momentum, well physical momentum, that 


travels with the sheer weight numbers and 
sometimes startling see how this can even 
little awe-inspiring. 


considering his approach any situation such 


this, officer must consider, say, not only the 
substance what feels compelled present, but 
the manner which present it. And here the person 
who has had some discipline oral presentation finds 


himself advantageously situated. knows must 


watch even the tone his voice. One sometimes wit- 


nesses good case spoiled staff meeting nothing 
more than unfortunate tone employed its presen- 
tation. 


Once installed his mission and his credentials 
presented, ambassador extends the range his 


consultation the officials the accrediting govern- 
ment and private citizens. good deal circum- 


spection needed this process. Not only there 


protocol observed going government, but 


common sense and tact; and far private citizens 
are concerned, mistakes judgment whom the 
diplomatist sees first can distinctly unhelpful. The 


diplomatist’s first moves will naturally observed with 
interest the government which accredited, 


and none more than his approaches private indi- 
viduals whom judges important consult first. 
Prudence dictates the greatest discretion this, 
order avoid misunderstandings intentions and 


emphases, and the advice mission’s staff wisely 
drawn upon the selection and timing such con- 
sultations. 

His assignment under way, the ambassador now 
enters the arc his assignment which plainly marks 
off twentieth-century diplomacy from that prior 
times. begins make public talks, both formal 
and informal. occasionally holds press conferences. 


All these are designed clarify his country’s policies 
and attitudes, explain things that appear news- 


papers and other periodicals concerning his country, 


bring earth those unguided missiles irresponsi- 


ble comment which start out from his own country 
from time time, all thereby win understanding 
and friendship for his country. this effectively, 
must not only well-informed his own country 


and have become aware the sensibilities the people 


whom addressing avoid malapropisms, but 
must public speaker some ability and experience. 
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This obviously not one the diplomatist’s easier 
functions but one which the twentieth century 
has come more and more require and emphasize. 


this effort, the diplomatist assisted private 


organizations. Great Britain, for example, cus- 
tomary that the American Ambassador’s 
address made dinner given The Pilgrims. 
This society was organized private citizens both 


sides the ocean for the express purpose contribu- 


ting good relations between the United States and 
Great Britain. therefore offers American Ambassa- 
dor ready and useful means for getting his speech- 
making underway. Furthermore, such dinner all 


the members the British Cabinet are likely 


present, well proprietors the British newspapers 


and cross section British society. This fortunate 
convenience, however, does not exist everywhere. 
Most people utilize language under relatively simple 


circumstances. They address people they know, 


common language, context similar not iden- 


tical cultures, and matters fairly readily compre- 
hensible the speaker and the addressed. This not 
the case when addressing audience abroad. 


Even when one employs his own language for- 
eign country, ceases be, fact, the same medium 


home. becomes foreign tongue one whose 
words and phrases are uttered different people, 
with different history, different culture. This dif- 
ference context can lead different inferences being 


drawn from those which would drawn home. 


The diplomatist’s own language thus harbors consid- 
erable risk misunderstanding. One who deals with 
international relations witnesses embarrassing situations 
created nothing more than harmless remark which 


fails register itself the intended sense. this hap- 


pens too often, diplomatist’s value his country, 


course, begins very rapidly decline. Hence, even 
the use his own language, the diplomatist must 
alertly cognizant the possibilities misinterpretation 
and misunderstanding, and minimize this risk ap- 


proaching the same point from variety angles. 
this way, can assure cluster shots form un- 
mistakably around the point endeavoring make. 

When diplomatist utilizes language other than 
his own, his difficulties One must know 
foreign language extremely well home with it. 
While number diplomatists are competent read 


prepared speeches foreign tongue, relatively few 
consider themselves equipped face audience and 
extemporize, unless the tongue one the principal 


languages the world. Not only the language dif- 
ferent, requiring knowledge shades meaning 


which relatively few people recognize even their 
own language, but certain intuitive sense must 
constantly playing upon the choice words. That sense 
comes only from fairly intimate familiarity with 


people and their culture, well with their tongue. 


When one must speak through interpreter, dif- 
ficulties can still further multiply. Early Foreign 
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Service career was involved just such situation 
and was somewhat critical one was frankly 


aghast the difficulties which seemed suddenly 


loom ahead me. was necessary this occasion 


that work rapidly and obtain results promptly. This 
involved prolonged negotiations with people 
never known before and whose country had never 
much visited. necessitated also rapid travel, 


observation and analysis conditions and opinions 


extensive areas the country, then some disorder, 
together with explanations the objectives our ne- 
gotiations audiences unacquainted with language. 


All this, realized with sinking heart, had 
done through the mental prism interpreter. was 


appalled the refraction which promised occur 


explanation passed through another mind and an- 
other language and returned through the same 
media. 


make certain that interpreter understood 


what said, resorted expressing the same idea 


several ways. This also reduced the risk that those 
whom was talking might not understand. Naturally, 
this was test ingenuity expression. relief 


found one can adapt himself rapidly this strange 


and formidable procedure. But not recommend 
for experimentation critical situation. 
Before our democratic age, diplomatist’s ability 
public speaking made little difference. was not re- 


Being obliged only address himself conversationally 
monarchs, ministers and private citizens influence, 
found his ability oral communication tested solely 


conversationalist and negotiator. But age 
which large numbers voters claim some interest 


international affairs, diplomatist must himself have 
some claim effective public presentation. his 
principal spokesman the country 
which assigned: must equipped pene- 


trate all defenses ignorance 


Obviously, this function not easy perform. What 
makes our own country tick not easy explain. 
Along with growing complexity our society and 
the pressures and influences which operate within 


has come specialization study and understanding 


which make shallowness judgment pitfall more 
likely and more dangerous than ever. 


The diplomatist’s public speaking not limited 
people the country which assigned. our- 


selves have resumed, somewhat tentatively, the ancient 


practice Greek city states requiring certain 


amount public accounting our diplomatists. The 
Secretary State and his staff carry the burden this, 
but have been experimenting for some time with 
diplomatists contributing well. 


This public accounting the diplomatist occurs 


along two general lines: discussions with Congressmen 
and public speeches. The accounting Congressmen 


formally through the system committee hearings 
and informally the diplomatist’s mission, when vis- 


ited Congressmen seeking clarification our for- 
eign policies and overseas administration. 


Our Congress, just popular assembly ancient 
Greece, demands know the facts international life 
and foreign policy; and among the techniques ap- 


plies this end the committee hearing. Our diplo- 


matists are being brought into this process. They are 


sometimes from their distant missions for the 
purpose supporting Departmental request Con- 
gress clarifying some question foreign policy 


conditions abroad which has been raised the Con- 


gress and which person with first-hand knowledge 
can most understandingly handle. 


The usual American diplomatist, however, still 
more likely meet Congressmen his mission than 
the United States. Members Congress now travel 


much and widely least some them and 


their annual rounds search the facts are not 
deterred the elements. This appears unique 
among the parliamentarians the world, there being 
precedent for and little imitation currently 


the parliamentarians other countries, far 


aware. But, for the American diplomatist, 


definitely his book meet with Congressmen and 
explain conditions and policies them. 


The diplomatist also beginning appear the 
radio home and become involved press con- 


ferences when returns render accounting. These 


multiplying functions emphasize the increasing role 
speech the expanding arc diplomatic perform- 
ance the twentieth century. 


believe this has been healthy development. know 


there are those who disagree and feel diplomacy can 


strike truce with democracy. However, 
belief that while diplomacy, having explain itself 
and defend itself the hustings, may have pretty 


rough time and lose some its fineness and sacri- 
fice some its opportunities for success, gains from 


this public accounting certain wholesomeness and 
orientation toward the general interest. True enough, 
the clatter and chatter democratic age puts 
severe strain upon diplomacy and often scourges 


forensic extravagance, but adjustments are going 
the same time preserve the efficacy the process 
even under these trying conditions. 


any consideration speech and its role di- 
plomacy let not forget that back back 


all things life stands The ability 


speak but gift “sounding brass tinkling 
cymbal” not with character. The reverse just 
true, also. man with character can overcome the 


one time another felt the presence such person. 
Though speak not word, his influence felt. But 


how much more effective man character 
can speak well! 
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Presidential Canvass, Log-Cabin Style 


Robert Gray Gunderson 


“Politics politics” are reminded this lively article 
Dr. Gunderson, Head the Speech Department 
Oberlin College. 


MILITARY HERO UNFIT FOR THE PRESIDENCY! un- 


suspecting tool unscrupulous advisors, too senile 
make intelligent judgments, too feeble answer his 
own mail, certainly too old survive his term the 
White House. Democrats said General William 


Henry Harrison during the 


canvass 1840, when Whigs determined “sweep 


out corruption” amid shouts for “Tippecanoe and Ty- 
ler too.” 


The doddering hero, “an old gentlemen leading 
strings,” had passed into the hands political guardians, 


they said, without the formality writ lunatico 
inquirendo.” Besides, this candidate “in iron cage” 
was dubious hero best, “granny” whose military 
fame rested “certificates valor” extracted from re- 


luctant subalterns. 

The excitement began December, 1839, almost 
year before the balloting, when Whig delegates gathered 
Harrisburg reject Henry Clay and Daniel Webster 
favor the victor Tippecanoe, whose opinions 
were ambiguous please everyone di- 
vided party. “The lips must hermetically 


sealed,” said astute Whig spokesman, “and our 
shouts and hurras must long and loud.” 


Democrats claimed that Whigs sought but one abil- 
ity, availability. Disgruntled followers Henry Clay 
grumbled that the dashing Mill Boy had been “cast 


aside for driveller.” Upon hearing the news, the Ken- 
tucky Senator exclaimed, “My friends are not worth 


the powder and shot would take kill them! 


there were two Henry Clays, one them would make 
the other President the United States.” 

blundering correspondent for the Baltimore Re- 
publican contributed the Whig theme. “Give Harrison 


barrel hard cider,” advised dejected Clay sup- 


porter, “and settle pension two thousand year 
him, and word for it, will sit the remainder 
his days his log cabin the side sea coal 
fire, and study moral philosophy.” Soon the welkin 
rang with shouts for cabins, coons, and cider symbols 
resurgent Whiggery. 

Industrious Whigs notched logs for cabin headquar- 
ters equipped with “that inseparable appendage” 
the hard-cider barrel. The Reverend Leonard Bacon, 
leading temperance advocate, complained that de- 
bauchery had been made “the badge 
party.” Cabins resounded with the lyrics Horace 
Greeley, who provided Whig psalter, The Log-Cabin 
Songbook. “People like the swing the music,” 


explained. “After song two, they are more ready 
listen the orators.” 


Merchants provided souvenirs which intensified the 
Tippecanoe mania. Upon rising, the loyal Harrisonite 


could shave with “Log-Cabin Emollient,” don “Har- 
rison and Tyler necktie,” stuff “beautiful pongee 


handkerchief with the likeness the General” into 
his pocket, pin huge Harrison badge suit with 


“handsome log-cabin buttons,” and set forth day 


dedicated his hero. might plant his garden 


advice from the Harrison Almanac, regale friends with 


stories from book Log-Cabin Anecdotes. write his 
Loco-Foco Congressman indignant letter “Har- 
rison stationery” with facts from the Tippecanoe Text- 


Book. 


When tired strenuous partisan activities, could 


sit buckeye .log steps smoking “Tippecanoe To- 
bacco.” his cabin needed decoration, could choose 
between lithographs battles the Thames Tippe- 


canoe, might frame his “handsomely embossed 
Tippecanoe Membership Certificate.” For evening en- 
tertainment, the jovial Ciderite had choice attend- 
ing Harrison song rally cabin headquarters, 
pocketing his miniature log-cabin flask “Old-Cabin 
Whiskey” and dancing “Harrison Hoedown” 
the tune the “Tippecanoe Quick Step.” Exhausted 
frivolity, could limp home with his Harrison 
cane (“surmounted oaken barrel, one end 
which are engraved the words ‘Hard Cider,’ and 
the other “Tippecanoe’), and drop his “Tip and 
Tyler” pillow for the night. 


Campaign papers heralded the simple virtues Old 
Tip, the farmer North Bend, Ohio. Illinois, Abe 


Lincoln brusquely informed county committeemen that 
“every Whig the state” must take the Old Soldier, 
edited Springfield. Old Tip’s Broom Elyria, Ohio, 


“swept out corruption.” Cleveland, The Axe chopped 
vigorously Loco-Foco officeholders. The Hard Cider 


Press Chicago “went for Harrison without why 
wherefore.” 

When Democrats gathered Baltimore during the 
first week May through the melancholy rou- 
tine nominating the incumbent President, Whig 
“young men” from twenty-one states assembled the 
same city shout, “Van, Van, Van’s used 
man” political victim the hard times which 


followed the Panic 1837. “Away with the Spoilers,” 
they cried; “down with Martin Van Ruin.” 
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Henry Clay discerned “rabid appetite for public 
discussion,” and one Washington pundit testified that 
there were “five thousand more speakers ‘on the 
stump’ from one end the country the other, their 
services everywhere and all the time demand.” 
Webster donned linsey-woolsey campaign eight 
states, paying fulsome tribute log cabins and promis- 


ing fisticuffs anyone who dared call him aristo- 
crat. fabulous “Buckeye Blacksmith,” John Bear, 
spoke 331 times, “striking while the iron was hot” 


against the evils Van Burenism. “whole-souled 
Tippecanoe mechanic,” Kellogg, entertained 


Harrison meetings with some “the most side-shaking 
speeches ever listened to.” “Bear and Kellogg,” said 
the Cleveland Axe, “make full team, the regular 


Davy Crockett line.” 

Clay magnanimously supported his successful rival. 
great convocation Nashville, the rejected candi- 
date described the contest battle “between the log 
cabin and the palace, between hard cider and cham- 
pagne.” Kentucky and Tennessee, said, were fight- 
ing band mercenaries” depraved call 
General Harrison coward, imbecile, old wo- 
man.” 

disprove such charges, Harrison took the stump 
himself, delivering twenty-three speeches support 


his own candidacy. For the first time, 
nominee abandoned the traditional Olympia seclu- 
sion for the fervid clamor the arena. Leaving his 
farm near Cincinnati, Old Tip set out for Perrysburg 


celebrate the anniversary his victory Fort Meigs 


the Indian wars. The Democratic Ohio Statesman 


described his appearance Columbus route under 
the heading: “BROKE LOOSE LAST.” 
unscheduled performance the steps the 


National Hotel the Buckeye capital, June 1840, 


General Harrison made the first campaign speech ever 
Though ridiculing the charge dwelling “in cage, 
fastened with iron bars,” the astute 


bearer eagerly admitted living house that was 


least “in part log cabin.” “But for the hard 

cider continued haltingly laughter from 

the crowd “drowned out the voice the speaker.” 
June Fort Meigs, near Toledo, salute 


one hundred guns greeted the dawn encampment 


some 25,000 Harrisonites prepared welcome the 
“Cincinnatus from North Bend.” Whigs “in complete 
Indian war uniform” danced and war-whooped through 
the throng surrounding the one-time commander. The 


Lorain County delegation presented “the Ploughman 


President be” with beautiful pitchfork” for use 
the approaching harvest. Cider was “free water,” 
and the General interrupted his speech down dip- 
per full, “much the satisfaction the multitude.” 


Democrats, course, viewed the scene with con- 


tempt. “When was there ever before such spectacle? 
When has candidate for the Presidency traversed the 
country advocating his own claims?” asked the 
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Cleveland Advertiser with calculated disdain. “Never 
and the precedent thus set appears bad 
one.” The Statesman claimed that “Gen. Mum 
was not actually let loose, but the rope only little 
lengthened, like that pet ‘possum, exercise his 
limbs.” 


One hostile editor counted the times Harrison “al- 
luded himself the first person,” noting eighty-one 
two short columns. “What prodigy garru- 
lous egotism!” exclaimed the Washington after 
taking pains point out that Whigs had studiously 


ignored “all the devoted actors” the historic battle. 
Quoting cousin Ethan Allen, the Democratic 
Rough-Hewer charged that Old Tip “always had the 
‘cannon fever’ when went into action.” 


The climax came the fall with unprecedented log- 


cabin conventions Dayton and Cincinnati where 


over-stimulated Whig editors estimated crowds “up- 
wards ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND.” Day- 


“ 


ton, Harrison claimed that the government was 
practical monarchy” and the President 
though “still monarch.” There was cider 
aplenty and live wolf covered with sheepskin labeled 
“Van Buren.” Ten thousand women were hand 
provide “the very life and soul these movements 


the People.” 


Little the Democratic campaign matched the sor- 
cery the Whigs. Their newspapers and orators failed 
counteract the unfavorable stereotype Van Buren 


“the Red Fox,” “the Albany Wizard,” “the Little 
Magician” disassociate the administration from 
the onus hard times. one brilliant stratagem, how- 
ever, the initials “Old Kinderhook” were popular- 
ized party shibboleth. “O.K.” became the most 
effective Democratic reply huzzas for “Tippecanoe 


and Tyler too.” 
1840 began October and continued 


for almost month. state was there truly secret 
ballot, and four still determined their magistrates 


voice vote. South Carolina, the legislature chose 


the presidential electors. Parties printed their own bal- 


lots; and the voter approached his polling place, 
was accosted rival ballot-hawkers who often were 
not reluctant use force the threat force pre- 


senting their tickets. Ballots were distinctive colors 


assist but occasionally voters were tricked 


counterfeits listing the candidates one party under 
the false colors the opposition. Greeley warned his 
readers “Be firm! vigilant! fearless!” 


State elections that October went the Whigs; and 


Ciderite rallies with the news from Maine, 
which “went Hell bent for Governor Kent.” 


vember even before all the states had completed their 
polling, the result was assured. Harrison carried nine- 


teen the twenty-six states, though his popular ma- 
jority was less than 150,000. Whig papers thanked the 


Almighty for victory over “weak and wicked rulers,” 
while disheartened Democrats claimed they 
“sung down, lied down, drunk down.” 
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Debate the House Commons 


Charles Smith 


Dr. Smith Assistant Professor Speech Syracuse Univer- 
sity. This article based paper presented the Speech 
Association America convention 1954. 


War II, the chamber the British 
House Commons was destroyed German 
incendiary bomb. Three years after the war’s end, dur- 
ing the ceremony laying cornerstone for the new 
chamber, Winston Churchill declared: 
Hitler may have thought that destroying our 
Chamber was delivering blow against demo- 
cracy. But the House Commons not build- 


ing. living fellowship, renewed through the 
centuries, changing its membership, but always 
in essence the same. 


roster the chief leaders this foremost de- 
bating society, has been called, list its 
chief speakers: Pym, Walpole, Chatham, Fox, Pitt the 
younger, Canning, Gladstone, Disraeli, and Churchill, 
name only few. debate has not played signifi- 
cant role the conduct government, the framers 


British policy for the last several centuries have been 
deluding themselves. 

However, one factor which operates reduce the 
significance debate the increasing complexity 
modern society and therefore the decreasing amount 


time that can allotted any given issue the 
floor the House. The length debate usually 
settled beforehand agreement between the Govern- 
ment and Opposition party whips. the Opposition 
leaders think that the amount time allotted any 


given question insufficient, the Government whips 
usually reply, “We will give you more that subject 
you will take less something else.” The leaders 
Opposition are longer free even raise what- 


ever questions they wish. They may allowed 


make one two motions during session, but most 
the motions are made the Government. 

Because the number and complexity issues, the 
House Commons, like our own Congress, has been 
forced rely increasingly the reports its com- 


contrast those Congress, however, 


these committees are rather large usually numbering 
between forty and fifty members and are drawn 
about equally from the ranks Government and 


Opposition. Although these committees must increas- 


ingly rely the testimony experts, many the 


members have served various technical capacities 
and are position evaluate what they hear. 
Then, too, the committee reports are usually pub- 


lished and are often carefully scrutinized alert 
public and vigilant press. For instance, the report 


the Select Committee Members’ Expenses, published 
February, 1954, was best-seller. addition the 
publicity received the press, was frequently dis- 
cussed radio and television. 

Also, the committee reports are often fully debated 
the floor the House where the members 
means give rubber stamp approval them. Although 
increasing amount work being done the 
committees, cannot truthfully said the House 
Commons (as can said Congress) that most 
the important work done committee and that 
debate the floor counts for little. The British have 


too high regard for full airing subject per- 
mit that happen. 1949, the Leader the House 
remarked: 


number important reforms have been made 


procedure. These have been designed reduce 


repetition, save time, and relieve the pressure 
the House whole greater delegation 
committees, but none the changes has fettered 


effective Parliamentary discussion, either legis- 
lation all the many aspects the Govern- 
ment’s executive administration. 


the surface, might seem that the small number 
members who are present would tend reduce the 


significance debate. Many them have duties which 
prevent their attending for, traditionally, membership 


the House part-time job. Mr. Brown, 
Independent, complained 1948: 


When the division bell rings, you will find per- 


haps forty Members the Chamber who have 


heard the debate; but there will three four 
hundred about the building who have not heard 
it. This does not restrain them from voting, but 
they don’t know what about, they don’t 


know which lobby into until they see the 
Whip pointing the lobby. They like sheep, 


and the end the session you will find they 
have voted four hundred times, but three hundred 
times they will not have known what they were 


voting for. 
one. 1769, for instance, the Parliamentary Spy, 


Opposition paper, complained that whenever Op- 
position speaker arose, the friends Administration 


adjourns Skegg’s, when they think has 
almost finished his speech, they return, call for the 
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question put, and carry it, the phrase is, 


ALL 


impossible tell from the Hansard, the coun- 
terpart our Congressional Record, how many mem- 
bers actually heard the debate, for merely lists the 


names those who voted. typical division would 


find majority about forty votes for Government 


out total about 520 votes cast. The narrow ma- 
jorities maintained the Labour government after 
World War and the narrow majorities later main- 


tained Eden’s government have been preserved 
stringent party discipline. The monolithic structure 


the parties would appear cause one the most sig- 
nificant curtailments the role debate, for mat- 
ter what said the floor the House, the vote 
must largely along predetermined party lines. How- 


ever this curtailment more apparent than real, 


shall see. 

There are several factors which tend maintain 
debate its dominant role and not the least these 
the tradition that ought occupy dominant 


role. The British have believed for almost five cen- 


turies that the best possible government can achieved 
only the most able men the kingdom debate the 
issues. The observance that tradition not less 
strong today, and modifications procedure are made 


most reluctantly they tend reduce the role de- 
bate any way. 


ELSON 
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The force tradition can seen the physical 


arrangement the chamber itself, which better 


suited for debate than the Canadian House Com- 
mons, the Houses Congress, the chambers 
European legislatures. The present chamber the 


House Commons measures forty-five sixty-eight 


feet, almost exactly the size the one which was 
destroyed German bomb 1941. Supporters 
Government sit benches the Speaker’s right and 
face the members Opposition who sit his left. 
The distance between the two front rows only about 


twelve feet. contrast, the Canadian House almost 


quarter larger although has only about half 
many members, and they sit individual desks like 
those provided for our Congressmen. The British, how- 
ever, cling chamber not substantially larger than 


the ones they have been using since the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and their benches could seat only about half the 


members they were all present the same time. 
They like their close quarters because 
that proximity speaker and audience adds the ef- 


fectiveness their debates. 


Eric Taylor, clerk the House, writes the 
debate May and 1940, which resulted the 
succession Winston Churchill Prime Minister: 


“It had the flavour the great debates Napoleonic 
times.” But most the speeches today are relatively 
short and straightforward. one member remarked: 
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DEBATE THE HOUSE COMMONS 


see how the tempo has changed look 
copies HANSARD and compare the speeches 


made this Chamber years ago with those 
made today. that early period there was the 


slow, measured, polished oratory compared with 
short speeches made with staccato precision 
today. 


not uncommon for members refer the 


high quality the speaking and the value the 
debate generally, Anthony Eden did, for instance, 


after the debate following his report the Foreign 
Ministers’ Conference Berlin: 


think the whole House will feel that have 
had debate quite remarkable quality during 


the last two Almost all the speakers 


cannot say “all,” because the right hon. Member 


for Huyton did not quite approach the debate 
that spirit tried make their contribution 
the extremely difficult issues entirely non- 


party basis, and not think that the whole 


course the debate have had fairer more 


constructive account the problems than that 
which has just been given the right hon. Mem- 
ber for Derby, South. 


One the most important functions debate 


the British practice collective working out 
problem rather than clash for the sake clash, and 
speakers often compliment members both sides 
the House for their constructive approach. 


This attitude can most often seen during the de- 


bates “on the adjournment.” first glance might 
seem strange that the motion most frequently debated 
is, this House now adjourn.” not un- 


common for this motion made early the day, 


and the debate that follows often lasts until the normal 


time for adjournment 10:30 p.m. and sometimes 
into the night. Because the motion only the 
ostensible issue, the mover would extremely em- 


barrassed were immediately carried and the House 
did adjourn, for the intention usually open 


the debate, not end it. When more specific motion 
before the House, the debaters must keep their re- 
marks relevant risk being called out order 


the Speaker, but when this question before the House, 
anything relevant. During debates the motion 


adjourn, the ministers learn the attitudes their own 
supporters and they often get pointed criticism 
from members their own party. here the 
ministers learn the sense the entire House, and from 


they frame the bills that will continue attract the 


support their own party and the support the 
public. 
not difficult for the ministry learn the atti- 


tude the House. Major The Rt. Hon. James Milner, 
formerly Deputy Speaker, remarked 1947: 


think one the most distinctive things about 
the British House Commons its sensitivity. 


When you have been there some time you can 
sense the feeling members and almost know 
what passing through their minds. 

This responsiveness the Executive the will 


the Legislature made possible parliamentary 


structure that is, far know, unique with the 
British. other legislature the leading mem- 
bers the executive branch take part the debates 
members the legislature. 


Another unique feature the members’ use the 


Question Time which occupies the first hour every 
day. Any member may submit question any min- 
ister, who then obliged answer within about 
two days the floor the House. must inform 


himself sufficiently the meantime answer supple- 


mentary questions without notice and must show 
his replies that knows all about the problem. 
this way any member can draw public attention 


anything thinks wrong and force the minister 


put the matter right justify publicly what has 


done. The members exhibit great deal skill 
questioning; the ministers are equally adept answer- 
ing; and the period usually turns out debate 
miniature. When the answers are not satisfactory, 


the members often say and threaten bring the 
matter again “on the adjournment.” 

Although members the House like say their 
speeches that they are aot unduly influenced public 
opinion, the fact that they are extremely sensitive 


May 13, 1954: 


factor which bears very heavily upon our out- 
look and whatever any may say, does 


bear upon our outlook public opinion outside 
the House. much better frank about 


this. After all, public opinion our business. 
are all sensitive it, whatever may say the 
House. were not sensitive it, should 


not here. 


The British people take extraordinary interest 
the affairs their Parliament. Long queues line 
each day wait their turn for admission the Public 
Gallery the House Commons. About two million 


people listen each night radio program, “Today 


Parliament,” and about the same number listen 
Saturday evening broadcasts which the members 
Parliament describe ““The Week Westminster.” The 
Hansard selling nearly twelve thousand copies 


week now compared about fifteen hundred before 
World War II. Lord Campion remarked 1953: 


“Both sides [of the House] address their arguments 
not much each other the public outside.” 
The real significance the present-day debates stems 


from the fact that they are fully reported alert 


and interested public which can quickly unmake any 


government matter how staunch and disciplined its 
party members may be. 
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Pioneer Phonetician 


SARAH TRACY BARROWS 


SPEECH DRILLS FOR CHILDREN FORM PLAY 


Barrows and Ipa Mar Case 


The purpose this handbook provide habit-forming drills and establish correct 
speech habits. New and unusual sounds are learned involuntarily situations that are inter- 
esting the child and the foundation correct articulation and identification sound 


taught through the spirit play. Phonics here adapted the needs the child. 


Price $1.00 
JACK THE BOX 


Introducing games and exercises obtain relaxation and control the tongue, lips 


and jaw the production consonant and vowel sounds. Sounds most likely prove 
cult are selected and motivated through verses and pictures that appeal children. 
trations have all had their origin the work children the primary grades. Price .85 


GAMES AND JINGLES FOR SPEECH DEVELOPMENT 
Barrows and KATHERINE HALL 


Systematic exercises for speech development presented the form play, suitable for 
classroom use primary grades. Drills are given for relaxation, for breathing, for 
tongue, jaw, soft palate, for voice, and for each the English consonants. Two more 
exercises are given for those consonants most likely difficult for children. Explanatory 


descriptions and suggestions for teaching are given for each exercise. Price $1.50 


THE VOICE: HOW USE 


effective collaboration two authorities the production textbook 
voice training, tone production and correct diction. addition ample consideration 
theory, the authors have supplied wealth exercises classified type and gauged 
through continuous drill the desired consonant, vowel and dipthong sounds, tonal 
quality, resonance, intonation, articulation, agility, etc. Price $3.00 
INTRODUCTION THE PHONETIC ALPHABET 


phonetic grammar the sounds American speech, employing the symbols the 


International Phonetic Association, the purpose which aid the beginner mastering 
the phonetic alphabet. Explanations are given clarify the difficulties encountered 
ginners. Price $1.50 


AMERICAN PHONETIC READER 


first reader primer which offers material transcribed two the chief types 
English sounds used America, the “Eastern” and the “General American.” Lessons are 
graded with short sentences into which the phonetic symbols are introduced gradually that the 
beginner may read them with ease. Word-lists, proverbs, folk-sayings, short anecdotes and 


excerpts from public addresses and poems are included the first two divisions. The third 


division contains selections, chiefly from classics, transcribed according the speech 
people living the Bay region California. The alphabet used that the International 
Phonetic Association with the addition certain symbols show local usage employed 


Introduction the Phonetic Alphabet. Price $1.50 


EXPRESSION COMPANY 


PUBLISHERS 
MAGNOLIA MASSACHUSETTS 
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The French Parliament 


Robert Lang 


Dr. Lang (Ph.D., Northwestern) Assistant Professor Speech 


Western Reserve University, explains some the short- 
comings the French parliament. 


FRANCE, THE LEGISLATIVE BODY corresponding 
the Congress the United States, and the House 


Commons Great Britain Assemblée Nationale. 
The term refers only the lower house, although the 
French Parliament bicameral legislature. 


The assembly has supreme power. can pass laws 


over the veto the upper the Council 


the Republic.” All cabinet members and department 
heads are responsible directly it—not the Chief 
Executive the United States. Even the chief ex- 
ecutive responsible the Assembly, and there 


three-part system checks and balances such divide 


the executive, legislative, and judicial bodies 
U.S. Through their “right the dep- 
uties can call before them the Premier any cabinet 
minister and question him about Government policy. 


that policy fails meet the approval the legis- 


lators, simple majority vote can unseat the Premier 
force the resignation the cabinet. 


The French Concept Debate 
The standing orders July, 1789 set the pattern 


tor debate which still prevails today’s assembly: 


When the debate has come end the mover 


conjunction with the secretary shall reduce 
his motion into the form question upon 
which decision “yes” “no” can expressed. 


And every member has the right speak for 


the purpose saying that the question appears 

him badly put and explain how 

thinks should put. 

1789, then, the concept debate envisaged 
argument general subject until all points view 


had been expressed. formula would then drawn 


upon which all the participants 
themselves either supporters opponents. other 
words, was many-sided rather than bilateral, 
our own Congress. And debate ended, 


rather than began, with the presentation 


Nowadays, bill usually available the Deputies, 


but discussion still begins with committee reports 
that bill. The committee reporter reads his report and 
thus sets the subject. “question,” main motion 


actually proposed the assembly until all who wish 
have spoken. that time the assembly asked 


decide whether not wishes discuss the bill 
clause clause. The question not actually put 
before the assembly until the end debate. 


The Conduct Debate 


The debate itself remarkably free from technical 
rules. formal introduction necessary. There 
such thing “point order,” because there 
are few rules relevance. Rule No. the standing 


orders says only that “speeches should relevant.” 


However, there practical way which that rule 


can enforced. The orders say the president the 
assembly may warn the speaker twice the presi- 
dent’s opinion the speech irrelevant. 


third violation the president calls for 


vote forbid that particular speaker from speaking 


again that subject during the sitting. 
the system seldom works. the first place, deputies, 
possibly aware the interrelation all knowledge, 
are reluctant say that anything irrelevant. And, 


too, there are sceptics who maintain that many 
the deputies are incapable recognizing irrelevance 
any event. 


gain the right speak the deputy need only 
inform the president beforehand. Ordinarily, mem- 


ber speaks more than once any one subject. How- 


ever, gaining the right speak not necessarily 


unmitigated blessing, for the “audience situation” 
not all that one could desire. Often the other deputies 
slouch their seats indifferent the proceedings, 
read novels, write letters, sleep. the debate be- 


comes exciting they may jump their feet and shout 


bien” encourage the speaker—or bang the 


desks and rattle the desk lids attempt drown 
him out. They applaud, sing, and occasionally indulge 
fist fights. the ruckus becomes too riotous, the 


assembly may vote censure any one its members 
—which means that may expelled for thirty 
days and forfeit half his pay for two months penalty 
more severe than the United States metes out). 
The Significance Debate 
cursory investigation would suggest that 


debate the French National Assembly must 


great significance. The Assembly itself the supreme 
branch government. The rules debate are such 
that the legislators may consider general topic with 
view toward formulating specific legislation they 


wish. And the Assembly alone responsible for legis- 


lation. would appear that all the conditions 


true democracy are met—that here men assemble for 
open debate and forge policies guide nation. 
That appearance, however, misleading. 
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case point the discussion the European 
Community, which took place during late 


summer 1954. The question was vital importance 
Frenchmen and the Western world. was the 
most important subject the National Assembly the 


Fourth Republic had ever considered. Said Genét, 


the New Paris correspondent Janet Flanner 


signs her reports: 
The patriotism aroused cut France two— 
the people well the parliament....The split 
occurred between men and men rather 


tween parties only. Frenchman felt 


closer German who was for the treaty than 
Frenchman who was against would 
seem that slightly more than half the French 
people were favor German rearmament. 


The New York Times reported: 


The Assembly itself was nearly full. The visitors 


galleries were packed. the diplomatic box there 
was not vacant seat. the order paper 
deputies were down They never 
got chance. After reports from five committee 


chairmen and the Premier, two procedural motions 
were put forward.... 


Those two motions were postpone debate and 
close debate. this point, Edouard Herriot, the 


honorary President the Assembly, spoke favor 
the latter motion. Herriot was years old and 


crippled with arthritis. His swollen legs were too weak 
carry him the steps the speakers’ podium, 
over which had presided for generation, 
spoke from his seat the Radical Socialist bench. 


His speech was full factual errors—he cited incorrect 


treaty dates and mixed treaty clauses. 


voice still boomed out the symbol the conserva- 
tive Frenchman burning with the fire patriotism 


and hatred the boche. 
“On the threshold death,” said, “let tell 
you that the end France. That step 


forward for Germany and step back for France— 
that when people longer runs its army, France 
would not under E.D.C., longer runs its own 


diplomacy.” And amid thunder applause ended, 
“La C.E.D. est une aventure, faites pas!” Genét 
said, had been made the vox humana the 
anti-cédistes....and his speech was highly influential.”* 

Shortly afterward, the motion close debate was 
adopted 319 votes 264. the even- 
ing the European Defense Community was dead. 
The communists, who had won victory with their 
votes, rose and sang the “Marseillaise.” The defeated 
E.D.C. members shouted them anguish and 
fury, “Back Moscow.” 


the surface this debate would appear have 
been highly significant. However, note that the vote 
was taken motion close debate, not the sub- 
ject itself, and deputies who wished speak never 


French, E.C.D. becomes C.E.D. 


April, 1957 


got chance enter the debate all. After the vote 
Paul Reynaud, former premier, ran the 


stand and shouted, the first time since there has 
been French parliament treaty has been voted 
down without its author its signers being allowed 


speak its defense.” Lest one suppose that this 


outcome was surprising, remembered that Pre- 


mier sharp politician that is, had 
not made this vote question confidence, although 
himself favored E.D.C. The suggestion strong 
that knew beforehand (in fact, openly said 


several occasions) that the assembly would defeat 
E.D.C. the National Assembly, although had 


talked lot, had not really allowed the question 
come for full parliamentary debate all and had 
defeated E.D.C., effect, without debate. 


The question came again, the form the 


Western European Union, late December, 1954. 


After short debate was defeated vote 280 
259. During the following week, 
votes confidence and with debate, the measures 


implementing Western European Union were passed. 


this instance debate was purposely stifled the 


premier and the question was not, “Do you favor 
rearmament Western Germany?”, but, “Do you 
want overthrow your government again?” 


the above case, debate was actually stifled 
the putting series questions confidence. 


Now approved 


and 
more than 1,000 


colleges. 


NEW 
WORLD DICTIONARY 


the American Language, COLLEGE EDITION 


Acceptance new dictionary such 
scale could result from only one thing: 
its demonstrated superiority 


teachers and students. 
142,000 entries. $5.75 plain. $6.75 thumb indexed. 


THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2231 110 St. Cleveland Ohio 
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THE MODERN FRENCH PARLIAMENT 


Frequently, however, debate avoided mutual 


agreement the deputies. Between November 28, 
1946, and January 1948, nearly half the bills 
entered the orders were passed without any debate 
under the procedure called “le vote sans débat.” 


273 bills passed during the month period, 114 were 
not debated. 
Factors Tending Stifle Debate 


apparent that the motion end debate, the 
“vote without debate,” and the posing questions 


confidence all tend stifle Possibly the 


most abused process the vote confidence, for 


posed the Premier and does not require the 
consent the deputies. And truly forceful Premier 
apt pose the question confidence every 
one his major policies. Mendés-France, for example, 
used for the three major parts the Western 
European Union Plan, for the Indo-Chinese Budget, 
for Dides” (France’s high-level communist 


spy scare late 1954), and finally for his Tunisia 
policy. addition, Mendés-France demanded, and was 


given, power pass decree laws economic affairs. 


Such pressure tactics stifle debate and even undermine 


the Assembly. One writer remarked, “The 
mented deterioration Parliamentary debates con- 
temporary France only outward sign shift 


power away from Parliament.” And concludes 
that the importance the National Assembly the 


Fourth Republic has dwindled despite constitutional 
provisions against decree laws. 


Announcing Seven New Sets Cards for Use with 


The Language Master 


Other factors also tend stifle debate. Gordon 


Wright has pointed out that party discipline very 
strong and the increased power vested small cliques 
party leaders means that party members lose their 


freedom debate and reason. short, party leaders 


not propose, solutions. During the period 
1946-52, thirteen cabinets resigned, although only two 


were formally repudiated—thus indicating that the 
party maintains tight control over the actions even 
the cabinet ministers. 


Again, diversity pressures tends stifle debate. 


Politicians must win votes, course, and the deputies 
tend influenced more the opinions their 
constituency than Parliamentary debate, however, 
cogent. Highly organized pressure groups lobbies 


representing labor, farmers, and employers, for example, 


frequently are powerful enough force deputies 
vote accordance with their dictates. 


Summary 
short, debate the French Parliament not 


method winning support for particular 


bills. Other more forceful methods suasion have 
displaced the time-honored method oral persuasion. 
Unhappily (from speech teacher’s point view) 
the 625 deputies who hold their collective hand 


all legislative power over France, have surrendered 


their right reach decision through open debate 
the issues. Consequently debate, the French 
Parliament, little significance. 


This fall The Language Master Library Cards will 
enlarged include seven new sets cards, extending 
the many uses this unique language building machine 


general education, special education 
programs. The new sets will include additions the 
Word Learning Picture Series, the Language Stimulation 
Series and the English Development Series. addition, 
complete new series three sets will stress phonics 
for remedial reading. the earlier Language Master 
cards, these cards will contain sound tape. the 


card plays, voice speaks the word written the card. 
Each new set will contain 200 cards. 


for further information write to: 


The Language Master 
McGraw-Hill Book Co. 330 42nd St. New York 36, 


Canada: 253 Spadina Rd., Toronto 


The Language Master sells for 


$295. The Language Master 


Library Cards sells for 
$30. per set 200 cards. 
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Use Loud-Speaking Devices 


George Rice, Jr. 


Dr. Rice Professor Speech Butler University and 
member the law firm Staton Rice Indianapolis. 


“Loud-speakers are today indispensable instru- 
ments effective public speaking.” 


SPEAKER CAN ARRESTED, tried, fined and jailed 
improper use loud-speaking devices. 

the light this simple truth, speakers all sorts 
and everywhere have interest knowing what con- 
stitutes legal use such apparatus, lest they offend the 
law. Definition the legal use such devices has been 
attempted several times recent years the Supreme 
Court the United States with scant success. The core 
and center the problem lies the difficulty es- 
tablishing objective standard which improper use 
can certified. Enactment model ordinance 
statute would make easy the task determining 
nuisance existed, whereupon could abated. 

The High Court faces the usual task balancing 
interests that the individual full use tech- 
nological devices intended secure larger audiences 
small cost, against the community interest 
quate protection the right quiet enjoyment and 
privacy. Typical cases found United States Reports 
are those and Such are termed “spe- 
cific media” problems, since the litigation involves use 
the particular medium certain way, rather 
than the usual constitutional issue the propriety 
what said. 

The Court has evolved fairly successful analytical 
for speech cases, which may with propriety 
mentioned here interest speakers generally. 
includes: (a) the public interest deemed require 


regulation speech; (b) analysis the method 
used that end; (c) the mode speech regulated; 


and (d) the place where the speaking occurs. The 
operation this procedure may understood best 


brief examination the two leading cases already 
cited. Such cruise the timber may even suggest 
point two which could lead the establishment 


the model ordinance. 
The Saia Case. Saia was convicted Lockport, New 
York, under local ordinance forbidding the use 
sound amplifying devices public place except with 


permission the local chief police. 
sion was discretionary with that officer, standard 
objective sort being laid down this ordinance. 


Upon appeal, the Supreme Court reversed the convic- 
tion, 5-4. 

The facts showed that Saia, minister 
Witnesses, had mounted the device atop his car and 
permit, but renewal was refused when requested, 
the basis public complaints about the volume 
noise. Thereafter Saia proceeded broadcast without 
permit and, while engaged his fourth performance, 
was arrested for violation the ordinance. fine and 
jail sentence were imposed. 

The Court decided the issue favor the defen- 
dant, holding that the ordinance was invalid under the 
Fourteenth Amendment prior restraint 
right free speech, inasmuch that right was made 
independent state control the Amendment. 
was felt that the ordinance failed for need drawn 
more narrowly and for need specific standards for 
the guidance the enforcing agency. Noises, said the 
Court, can regulated decibels (without saying 
how many), and further, hours and places operation 
the apparatus could controlled properly 
drawn ordinance, thereby preventing abuses. The dom- 
inant and preferred position First Amendment free- 
doms was reiterated, and dicta the Court disap- 
proved the arrest further the ground that such 
action based upon creation annoying sounds was but 
one step from arrest for uttering annoying ideas. 

The dissent was vigorous, and suggestive for public 
speakers. noted that the range and volume modern 
loud-speaking devices permit aural aggression, and 
uncontrolled, lead invasion privacy. Neither, said 
the dissenters, was the action arbitrary capricious 
since the state has duty protect tax-paying users 
public park from such annoyance. 
held, was suitable means this end. 


The Kovacs Case. The very next year the Court was 
called upon decide related case involving similar 


issues. Kovacs Cooper reached the Supreme Court 
appeal from the Court Errors and Appeals 


New Jersey, and this instance the conviction de- 
fendant was 5-4. Defendant was arrested un- 


der Trenton ordinance which forbade the use op- 
eration public streets sound truck any 
instrument which emitted, the words the ordin- 


ance, “loud and raucous noises” while attached 
vehicle the public ways. 
The Court held this ordinance constitutional under 
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LAWFUL USE LOUD-SPEAKERS 
Section the Fourteenth Amendment because did loud-speakers might include the following objective 
not contravene rights free speech, assembly, and com- tests: (a) the vehicle which the loud-speaker 
munication information and opinions others. attached motion? (b) the device used after 10:00 
had, the Court decided, the necessary objective standard p.m. earlier than 9:00 a.m.? (c) the apparatus 
for guidance the police agency. “Loud and raucous” being used within 500 feet hospital, courthouse, 
were held apt words description, which avoided the church, school? (d) Does the volume sound ex- 
vague language upon which the Lockport ordinance ceed 125 decibels? Affirmative answers any all 
had been struck down. The purview civil authority, these questions would determine the existence 
the case indicated, includes the power police public abatable nuisance under fair objective tests. 
health, safety, morals, and peace, and these include the Abatement could exercise police power 
right abate disturbing noises. prohibitory injunction. Sound legal opinion indi- 
_The dissent argued that the defendant was convicted cates the trend these cases toward treatment 
out felt that the proper munication, similar to, but not necessarily bound by, 
interpretation the majority opinion was absolute precedents established for other forms communica- 
prohibition speak through amplifier the public tion. least one interpretation holds the Kovacs case 
streets, regardless volume, and that inference has set absolute ban use sound trucks pub- 
the Saia holding legality the use under However valid this view may be, one 
the Dissenters pointed out that loud- safe concluding that the problem far from resolved 
speakers are the only device which large public and that future litigation will needed settle the 
can reached speakers whose financial resources issue finally. 
deny purchase television radic time newspaper 
and other forms advertising. Mr. Justice Jackson Saia New York, 334 508 (1948). 
with our 1948 decision, think, will pretty hopelessly 340 268 (1951 
may not do.” New York University Law 24:232-5, Jan- 
uary, See also Miller, Language and Com- 
The Objective Revision the Lockport munications, New York, 1951, pp. 48-9; and Read, 
ordinance since the Saia case has brought some but not The Recording and Production Sound, \ndianap- 
complete objectivity into the determination when olis, 1952, pp. 681-2. 
use loud-speakers constitutes abatable University Pennsylvania Law Review, 97:730-1, 
suggest that model ordinance for control use April, 
PRACTICAL PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Eugene White and Clair Henderlider present positive approach 
public speaking, providing principles and practices which are 
basic effective speech preparation and delivery. $3.50 
it, 
DISCUSSION 
William Howell and Donald Smith offer the fundamentals 
was good discussion, specify procedures for planning, producing and 
nilar evaluating discussion, and include participation and leadership 
standards. $4.00 
de- 
COMMUNICATIVE READING 
Otis Aggertt and Elbert Bowen discuss the principles oral 
any interpretation communicative skill, including three sample 
programs poetry, prose and drama, and organized listing 
popular reading matter. $4.25 
The Macmillan SPEECH CORRECTION THE CLASSROOM 


Jon Eisenson and Mardel Ogilvie give the classroom teacher un- 
derstanding basic speech difficulties and knowledge when 


Company 
and how help correct them. $4.25 


Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Y. 
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The Ethics Radio Announcing: Dilemma 


Alan Lindsey McLeod 


Dr. McLeod, Ph.D., Penn State, the Education Department, 
New South Wales, Australia, judges American radio from 


background experience with tax-supported, non-commer- 
cial system. 


PERSON WHO WISHES BECOME radio an- 


nouncer and the announcer who wishes hold 


his job must prepared undertake influence the 
beliefs and hence the conduct large numbers peo- 
ple. must willing assume the role advocate 


for all who have purchased time his station with 
the express purpose having its listening public per- 
suaded. The implications are grave. But some solace 
can probably found that the average announcer 


unaware the remarkable influence and power 
his disposal; ignorant too, must regretted, the 


social significance his attitudes and words. 


becoming professional advocate disseminator 
propaganda (mass persuasion), the radio announcer 
faced with situation similar that actors, news- 
copy-writers, lawyers. Each must feel, from 


time time, that playing “devil’s advocate” but 
that has real alternative else alternative 


that unacceptable, such loss employment 
through refusal accept the task assigned him. How- 
ever, the actor can frequently re-cast application 
the producer, and the lawyer can often have brief 


taken associate. The radio announcer has face 
the problem its severity. 


nouncer has accepted the responsibility performing 
the best his ability, the tasks assigned him. 
This demands that persuasive possible when 


reading (interpreting) commercials. 


But persuasion ephemeral part the total 
speech process and its elements are not easily dissected, 
though text books persuasion suggest that there are 
four principal parts, viz.: logical proof, emotional proof, 
rationalization, and ethical proof. 


medium mass communication such radio, 


ethical proof vitally important because pow- 
erful persuasion. George Campbell said, his 
Philosophy Rhetoric, “the rabble chiefly consider 
who speaks; men sense and education, what 


spoken.” This means, then, that the truth this 
assertion granted (or some means attested), the 


announcer’s ethos (ethical proof) signal impor- 
tance. his role advocate for products, causes and 
people, most likely accomplish his ends his 


auditors believe him, person unimpeachable 
character, superior intelligence, and genuine goodwill. 
Again, Campbell makes sound observation when 


writes: 


Sympathy the hearers the speaker may 


lessened several ways, chiefly these two: 


low opinion his intellectual abilities, and 
bad opinion his morals: the latter the more 
prejudicial the two. 


Hence essential that the radio announcer meet 


Quintilian’s demands any good speaker, that 
first “good man” and then that skilled 
speaking. 

announcer’s morals can suspected en- 
thusiastically supports (at least vocal suggestion) 
unworthy cause, person, product. The suspicion 


that his enthusiasm derives only from his salary check 


can detract from his general persuasiveness, even 
the matter well-attested and worthy sponsors. The 
wise sponsor will, then, far circumstances permit, 
take whatever precautions exist for the announcement 


his commercials announcer whose integrity 


admired rather than suspected. However, while many 
stations continue employ but one announcer 
time, there seems little possibility overcoming the 
present impasse. 

Nonetheless, must apparent that persua- 
sive the optimum, the radio announcer must strive 


have his audience hold implicit faith his personal 


recommendations, endorsements, 
tion, honesty, and reliability. these are suspected, his 
personal proof (ethos influence) jeopardized. 


Should the announcer feel that, conscience, 
unable endorse with personal enthusiasm some com- 


mercial that required read, then has the 
alternatives (a) simulating personal endorsement, 
(b) reading the copy matter-of-fact manner. 


Simulated enthusiasm seldom mistaken for genu- 
ine feeling, and carries with great number dan- 


gers, principal which that the discriminating lis- 


teners will discern the affected personal support, be- 
come suspicious the announcer and tend reject 
his every endorsement. 
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ETHICS RADIO ANNOUNCING 


the announcer modestly does his duty reading 
soberly and without undue enthusiasm the commercial 
that cannot wholly conscientiously endorse, then 
will preserve his ethos, his duty will done, and 


will not under suspicion vaunting. However, 


this course action might not satisfy the sponsor, 
which case the station, announcer, and network might 
well have consider their moral obligations whether 
their first responsibility the sponsor the 


audience. The press has stated over and over that its 


first responsibility inform the reading 


curately and truthfully, and seems that there has 
been little falling off newspaper advertising. While 
the matter advertising the two media difficult 


treat general, the same position might well 
true radio, that the station will lose nothing the 
long run rejecting commercials that are unethical 
and not the best interests the listening public. 


The status the announcing and other radio pro- 
fessions depends, like the status all professional oc- 


cupations, the public’s opinion and evaluation. 


the announcer “on the public’s side,” rather than 


that those who would for business reasons dupe 
unsuspecting, uncritical, gullible listeners, then 
assured professional respect and established ethos. 


Ben Hennecke, professional radio announcer- 
producer says: 


The announcer must believe himself before 
can expect belief from the listener. must believe 
the value what does and the value 
the products recommends. honest all 


times with himself and his listeners. 


Hennecke cites one announcer who would seem 
epitomize the ideal and who fully recognizes the ethi- 
cal responsibilities his vocation. 

Martin Block, who has built announcing ca- 


mends his listeners, refuses announce for 


sponsor whose product does not meet Block’s own 
standards. Every station manager and, incidentally, 
every sponsor, pleased find like interest 
the announcer. The conviction the part the 


announcer awakens interest and possibly like 
conviction the listener. 


Further, mentions his own experience radio 
announcer. had sponsor who sent his products 
for Hennecke’s own testing and use. The result, 
says, was such that: 


The inescapable sincerity our commercials 


convinced the listeners that the sponsor was never 
able keep the retailers stocked with the product. 
But can only imagine his dilemma should BIG 


client submit sample product that Hennecke (or 
Martin Block) could not endorse! 


Certainly one must feel that commercials such the 
following, behalf college town clothing store, 


are poor taste and reflect badly the ethos the 
announcer, station, and the proprietors the business 
itself: 


Open charge account now and send the bill 
home Dad. 


Such announcements (with the seeming endorsement 
the announcer duty) incline agree with 
Ben Hennecke that “there need for announcer’s 


code ethics,” and must reluctantly concur that 


does appear that such code “is impractical until 


there code ethics for industry 
Through the National Association Broadcasters the 
industry has established such code, but that code has 


not yet been universally adopted.” 


The radio announcer, then, faced with un- 
enviable situation; his vocational success depends 
his persuasiveness whole, and this turn depends 
the maintenance his ethos. His immediate suc- 


cess (which contributory his future vocational 
success) dependent occasional persuasion which, 


when can not given conscientiously, can feigned 
the risk undermining his ethos and jeo- 
pardising his long-range success. 


Unfortunately the solution the problem not 
within his own power, but largely rests with those 


who accept write the commercials that ob- 
liged read their behalf. 


BROADWAY SHOWS 
Costumed BROOKS 


ANNIE GET YOUR GUN, AUNTIE MAME, CAR- 
OUSEL, DAMN YANKEES, FANNY, FOUR POSTER, 
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BOAT, SILK STOCKINGS, SOUTH PACIFIC, THE 
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more than likely that made 
the costumes originally for the plays 
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WAR THE AIR: Nazi Style 


Dr. Mackey, Ph.D., Northwestern, Head the Department 
Communications, Boston University. This the second 
three articles for TODAY’S SPEECH. 


THE WAR FOR MINDS CONTINUES APACE, 


behooves recall the methods and means 
psychological warfare which our enemies have used 
the past, are using now, and are likely use the 


This article examines the close relationship be- 
tween Nazi concepts diplomacy, propaganda, news, 
and dramaturgie. 


practically impossible separate some news 
from some propaganda. Often can not quite 


sure whether not particular bit news was in- 


tended for its political effect; and certainly would 
take intensive artistic analysis bit 
news attempt decision the strength the 
dramatic elements. can, however, point out kind 
dramatized pattern the methods employed most 


the Nazis presenting their news over 
the radio, both their own people and foreign 
listeners. 

Opinion divided whether the Nazis were 
masters psychological warfare, originating new psy- 


chological approaches their propaganda; whether 


they were but borrowers from other peoples and 


movements, adapting they saw fit, suit their own 
efforts and purposes. 
Probably they were capable the former; certainly 


they were not remiss the latter. Whenever suited 


them they borrowed both general principles 


nical devices from socialism, communism 
fascism. They also borrowed heavily from the principles 
competitive advertising practised capitalistic 
society. 


They seemed believe that the people (whom they 


called “the masses”) were crowd minded, and that 
becomes dehumanized and inflammable. Basic their 


beliefs were: that repetition could take the place 


logic; and that words themselves could used 


conjure predictable pattern reaction, used 
upon men and women whose flesh and brains had been 
remoulded into stimuli reactors. 


They believed that the emotions fear, hate, love, 
and devotion could stimulated such heights that 


men would influenced emotion alone. But most 
all, they believed that men could influenced 
the power suggestion emanating from the leader. 
They may have been victims their own propaganda. 


Fuerher concept seems have permeated not 
only their efforts but also their own beliefs. 

Short wave broadcasts aimed the Nazis their 
enemies seemed have had one clear purpose: 


foment the kind dissension which would paralyze 


both thought and the will act. The more disorgan- 
ized the recipient, the better. They sought pit group 
against group, turn the people against their leaders, 
arouse uncertainty and panic; short divide, con- 


fuse, and terrify. 


The technique the “beat” and the playing 
the “scoop” are traditional methods increasing the 
interest the reader listener. These techniques 
were perverted the Nazis their own advantage; 


often artificially delayed arranged dramatize 


particular bit news; give bit “arranged 
specific importance. For example, 1940, when 
the Germans were trying build the “hate cam- 
preceding the invasion Denmark and Nor- 


way, secret documents (implicating American Am- 


bassadors Biddle, Bullitt, and Kennedy, conspiracy 
against Germany) were suddenly discovered 
Polish Foreign Office Warsaw. Nazi 
“scoops” during the war which were aimed creating 


momentary diversions and confusions: faked maps, 
mass executions, etc. 

often cheap but generally effective dramaturgical 
device that the creation playing pre- 
viously conceived stereotypes. Stereotypes all their 


forms were used the Nazis add effect and effec- 
tiveness their news. The Jew, course, was their 
favorite target: “dirty, with long nose, sensual, 
scheming and plotting destroy Germany.” When 
lived Washington Paris London, the Jew 


was dangerous because his power. When was 
poor and huddling inhabitant the Ghetto War- 


saw, was dangerous because his lust for revenge. 
Churchill was generally stereotyped fat old pluto- 
crat with glass whiskey one fist and big 


cigar the 


All the Reich’s enemies shared vices such 
bestiality, brutality, and immorality, but each was also 


stereotyped according orders: the bluffing, corrupt 
American, the hypocritical Briton, the bestial Bolshevik. 
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WAR THE AIR: NAZI STYLE 


Among the most effective the dramatic devices 
used for news announcements were the so-named 


“Special Announcements” first used during the Nor- 


wegian Campaign. victory other occasion for 


special rejoicing was reported the German listener 
rigidly prescribed ritual. All broadcasts were 
interrupted, trumpts sounded, the Special Announce- 


ment was read, and, conclusion, one the war 
songs was played large brass band. victory 


was scored against England the United States, they 
played “We Sail Against England.” the victory was 
one outstanding importance, the closing music was 
preceded the national anthem and the Horst Wessel 


song, which were followed the solemn announce- 
ment, “We shall now have total air silence.” 

The lead-up these Special Announcements was 
often dramatically intensified warning the listeners 
advance that S.A. was coming, and marching 
music was played, occasionally interrupted orders 
stand by. 


The style which the Special Announcements were 
made, and the vocal mannerisms the announcers 
contributed their dramatic quality. The one who 


read the announcement bellowed with gusto, par- 
alleling and somewhat imitating voice. 


This announcer had colleague, who endeavored 
imitate Goebbels. These two announcers generally fol- 
lowed each other, with brief pause between items, 


which was filled with “Ueb’ immer Treu’ und 


Redlichkeit” always practice loyalty and honesty. 
(Presumably the listener had decide which an- 
nouncer was loyal and which one was honest). 

One the most effective the Nazi broadcasts was 
Front Report, kind “verbal newsreel,” some- 


times adroitly staged, sometimes actual broadcast, com- 


posed recorded and edited “eye-witness” reports and 
interviews. The separate items the twenty-minute 
show were often linked together war songs and 
military marches. 


Ernst Kris and Hans Speier (in their German Radio 
Propaganda) describe this effective series follows: 


The Front Reports attempt ‘bridge the 
between soldier and home allowing the 
radio listener vicarious participation the 


Should communique report the capture 


Front Reports which give eye-witness accounts 
the happening. The abstract content the com- 
munique vivified and given exciting actuality. 


Here, troops are seen advancing, dusty and tired 


but full expectancy. There, sappers clear 


minefield under fire. ofhcer tells how, this 
morning, his anti-aircraft battery shot down four 
enemy planes; and Sergeant Schulze described 


capturing twenty-three enemy prisoners glad 


taken, The town stormed, but the population 


greets the conquerers with flowers. The commenta- 
tor describes all this and may even produce civil- 


ian, who speaks haltingly into the microphone. 
is, the commentator explains, thanking his libera- 


tors. The condensation events time vitalizes 
the image efficient war machine. 


The non-combatant supposed accept this 
conglomeration data and detail full docu- 


mentary report, true picture the 


Listeners these Front Reports received the impres- 


sion that the German mind was obsessed the idea 
irresistible mechanical force. Every device sound 
was used suggest it. Sometimes throughout entire 
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TODAY’S SPEECH 


broadcast the listener could hear, muffled behind the 
voice, the ceaseless tramp the German 
legions, untiring, merciless, inexorable. the next one, 


would hear the rattle and creaking the tanks, 
and the roar his war planes, etc. 


the beginning, Dr. Raskin, director the Zeesen 
short wave station, had promulgated maxim which 
was become standard operating procedure with Ger- 


man broadcasters: “No propaganda without its drama- 


have seen how this worked three major ways. 
Now let look few the less spectacular, more 
workaday, but nevertheless effective uses dramatiza- 


tion 


German news propagandists employed great many 


euphemisms move the action higher plane. 
Words like “fate” and “destiny” were used create 
impression magnitude operation and hea- 


venly enshrinement Nazi war aims and purposes. 


Euphemisms were used soften acts happenings. 


the early part the war, for instance, the censor- 
ship instructions put thus: 


The word “war” must used sparingly 
possible, especially the headlines; preferably the 


Poland, neither ‘war’ nor ‘state war’, 
but ‘reprisals for Polish attacks and provocations. 


Another effective dramatic device used the Ger- 
mans, which doubt caused considerable anguish 


British listeners, was that the Lutine Bell. Before 


all news programs, the announcer would toll bell for 
each British ship that had been sunk that day. 

The attention-getting device stressed radio drama- 
tists was used with real effectiveness the Nazis. Their 
bulletins typically opened with ear-catching phrase 


One must hasten add, however, that this 
device used almost universally. 

The most important special events were the occa- 
sions Hitler’s speeches. The German radio naturally 
went all out these occasions. The speeches were an- 
nounced well advance. the great day, the broad- 
casts started long advance the actual speech. Radio 


reporters were hand take the listeners the scene 
long before the speech began. They would describe the 
crowds, the flags, the banners, the emblems, all the 
motley insignia power. The listener, hearing the 
military music, the marching step the SS, and the 
rhythmic cheers the crowds with their hypnotic 
“Sieg was supposed bewitched the 


noise and excitement and swept with them into the 
meeting. 


their broadcasts America, the Germans often 


used expatriates from this country news announcers. 
this element authenticity was added such dra- 
matic devices the “flash.” Thus had such persons 
Joe Scanlon, broadcasting from Station DEBUNK, 
giving “news flashes” which carried the current Nazi 


April, 1957 


line. Typical such “news flashes” were: that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt had promised send all sugar Eng- 
land (moral lay good hoard before can); 


that British seamen were deserting apply for jobs 


Great Lakes boats, that over-loaded convoy 


containing 1500 soldiers each were rammed our 
own craft, that Mexican laborers were bringing 
diseases, etc., etc. 


must apparent anyone who has even casually 


studied the Nazi movement that great deal time, 


effort, and thought was expended the Nazis 
dramatizing all sorts ways their words and deeds. 
The issues which accompanied Hitler’s rise power 


were, themselves, dramatic. Such deeds that speci- 


fying the capitulation France the Compeigne 


coach were gratifyingly dramatic. Such 
tacles those occasioned when the Fuehrer spoke were 
elaborately staged for maximum effect. 
Nazi broadcasters use such things dialogues 


their propaganda talks, lords Haw-Haw and He- 


Haw, and their consorts, both male and female, and 
great number other dramatic devices such those 
mentioned herein all these illustrate the German 
concept that propaganda, news and dramaturgie 
hand hand diplomacy. That they did not succeed 


many their efforts was certainly not because they 
try. 
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Today’s Speech Books 


Arthur 


LONG-AWAITED ACHIEVEMENT the field speech 


books the appearance complete Index the 


Ouarterly Journal Speech, volume XL, covering 
1915-1954. Originally readied for publication 1940, 
has finally come out compact and deftly devised 


Part treats “original materials”; 


Part presents book reviews and their introductory 


essays. Articles are given the usual author and title 
identification, plus unusually full cross-reference 
listing which utilizes both the significant words the 
title and the subject classification. Those wishing 


trace correspondence will pleased that 


Forum communications have been grouped and given 


author-title-subject listings. This work, Giles Wilke- 
son Gray, represents the fruits many years patient 
accumulation, and should become invaluable aid 
who seek either historical background research 


material the broad field speech. 


That drama can many things many people 


eloquently demonstrated four newcomers the 
publishing world. The first, Stagecraft For Nonprofes- 
sionals, extremely knowledgeable compression 


techniques for design, building, painting, and lighting 


scenery for little theatre and school productions. Scene 


design, cycloramas, flats, stairs, doors, sound effects 
and stage lighting (including wiring and control sys- 
tems) are herewith set forth. Directions are detailed, 
sequential, and clear; illustrations abound, and 


glossary and index conclude the work. necessity, 


much finer detail, e.g., staging, scene-changing 
mechanisms, and weight-load, omitted, but the result 
both useful and highly practicable. 

Next slim volume edited William Hodapp, 
titled Face Your Audience. Mr. Hodapp, who has 
garnered awards from Freedom Foundation, Ohio 


State, and Variety, plus Peabody Award, has here 


gathered some fifty audition scripts. 
range from one ten minutes length, together with 
half-hour script. There are 
sketches, monologues, two-character pieces, commer- 


cials, materials for children, and appendix with 
bibliography and other audition material sources. 
regrettably over-brief advisum called “Notes The 


Actor” precedes the excerpts, and makes rather sur- 
prising statement, person can tell you 


whether you can act which puts the role 


casting director somewhat curious light. Never- 
theless, the avowed purpose presenting varied and 


useful collection audition materials generously 
Auditioneers (shades Fowler!) will 


well advised peruse same. 
Child Drama, another these books, Peter 


Slade, director early experimental Children’s Thea- 


tre companies England, now Drama Adviser the 


City Birmingham Educational Committee. Under 
Observation, gives minutely detailed description 
the typical activities and development phases 
the Child evolves into enriched Self and 


Person. Part The Teacher, gives many reports 


what various English schools are doing, together with 


valuable photographs and illustrative diagrams. Part 
III, Out-Of-School, includes study several forms 
children’s theatre, puppets, masks, make-up and 
films. Many thought-provoking concepts and observa- 


tions find articulation, such the view that child 


drama form therapy peculiarly well suited 


the extrovert, while the same time can release the 
inhibitions the introvert. Passages reminiscent 
Axline, Moreno, and Gesell abound, and much that 
can used the dramatist and the correctionist 


presented, Altogether, makes very worthwhile 


contribution the relatively new field child drama. 

The Living Stage, Macgowan and Melnitz, 
handsome volume, profusely illustrated, and well or- 
ganized, which briefly traces the “rich panorama 


mankind’s activities drama from primitive times 


the present.” Not intended for use research 


ginner. has ample detail for “survey drama” 
text and offers fascinating browsing material for all 
theatre addicts numerous brood. 

For some time now, since the bogey Elocution 


(as synonymous with Company Recitations For Little 
People) has been fairly soundly laid rest, oral read- 


ing has been regaining its just place the speech arts. 
Supporting this claim come two new works, The Art 
Reading Aloud John Dolman, and Communica- 


Reading Aggert and Bowen. the former, 
Professor Dolman deplores our “abnormally eye-mind- 


age” and the use scholastic “visual skimming” 
contributing the curricular debility oral read- 
ing. Elocution, declamation and recitation are here 


discussed, are problems attending upon reading 


verse, prose, and poetry. There fascinating disquisi- 
tion scanning and analyzing verse, and first-hand 
description how Yeats looked and sounded 
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Books for Teachers and Speech Therapists 


UNDERSTANDING STUTTERING 


Gottlober, Ph.D., Director, Los Angeles Speech Clinic 


should practical interest and use physicians, teachers, parents 
stutterers, and all others faced with the problem. .the book whole lucid, 
readable, and stimulating text, treating severe and prevalent 
which long has not received the serious attention and study 


Development Abst. and Bibliog. (288 pp., illustrated, $5.50) 


THE 


Paul Moses, D., Assistant Clinical Professor, Division Otolaryngology, Stanford 
University School Medicine 


“The author has written interesting monograph support his thesis. .“Voice 


the primary expression the individual and even through voice alone the neurotic 
pattern can Judging from his own bibliography subject that has 


interested him for many years and the book reveals clear understanding its simple 
presentation. Ther. Rev. (132 pp., $4.00) 


LANGUAGE AND LANGUAGE DISTURBANCES 


Kurt Goldstein, D., Clinical Professor Neurology, Tufts College Medical School 


“Dr. Goldstein, whose studies the problem aphasia have won him world recog- 
nition, presents. much clinical material and includes his own theory the mech- 
anisms underlying language disturbances. book) will welcome guide 
physicians, psychologists and educators interested this subject little understood.” 

—Arch. Otolaryng. (386 pp., illustrated, $8.75) 


— 


Grace Harris Lassman, Teacher the Deaf; formerly Instructor Speech, John Tracy 
Clinic, Los Angeles 


“The principles and methods which Mrs. Lassman describes this book are obviously 


the result wide experience Teacher the Deaf. has produced textbook 
which practical and readable and which inspiration all who take part 
the training deaf children. The whole book will repay frequent re-reading.” 


—Occup. Ther. and Rehab. (281 illustrated, 


LANGUAGE FOR THE PRESCHOOL DEAF CHILD 


SPEECH PROBLEMS CHILDREN 
Wendell Johnson, Ph.D., Director Speech and Hearing Clinic, State University 


“This book written for parents and the general classroom teacher well for 
the speech correctionist and physician. tells you simple, straightforward way 
how recognize the various kinds speech disorders and the particular problems 


they create, what you can help the child. .to improve his speech and prevent 
crippled Exceptional Children (260 pp., $3.75) 
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TODAY’S SPEECH BOOKS REVIEW 


read poetry. Music, mood, and meaning, and the spurt 
and substance poetry are treated length. The last 


chapter which seems becoming traditional 
deals with problems pronunciation. The second text 


and dialectal skills the members group,” and 
deals intensively with the means and skills critical 
thinking creative group discussion. 
inquiry into the ethics persuasion and discussion, 


builds itself the very sound concept “...that tech- and much-too-brief section the human relations 
niques derived from meaning achieve desired factor group activities are offered, while suggested 
audience responses literature”. Sensibly, the sequence thirty-period basic discussion course format rounds 
followed that exploring the principles reading, out the book. 
finding and evaluating selections, study how best Those who have used Basic Public Speaking 
express and intensify such evaluation, and finally, will learn with pleasure that second edition has just 
handling the basic forms: prose, poctry, come out. There somewhat less stress technics 
excellent index authors, titles, and topics closes the aids and television speaking, and appendices dis- 
book. admirable cussion, parliamentary practice and model speeches 
cerpts from prose and poetry also included. Bot 
books warrant thoughtful examination the teacher bearing the remark 
earlier quoted about “eye-minded age” the new 
Lomas and Richardson text, Speech Idea and Deliv- 
Public address instructors will find themselves 
ery, which, like Soper, makes copious and highly effec- 
speech texts, both considerable merit, and another gent, appealing style. The authors have minimized 
Discussion, Howell and Smith Minnesota. explicit detailing rhetorical theory, and have con- 
The last-mentioned tome deals with the conventional centrated the broader speech elements interest, 
hool canon discussion’s nature, theory, practices, pro- clarity, and believability. Materials are organized 
cedure, and criteria, and does extremely explicit give the student such ground work for his 
ech- and lucid form. Further, gives heavy emphasis earlier speeches will carry him through the more 
what the authors term the investigative intensive explanations found later chapters. 
od.” 
The Book That Gives the Know-How 
Parliamentary Procedure and Strategy for Meetings 
Here illustrated handbook, delightfully 
simple and lively—yet thorough—for the lay- 
law man who has never had the time stamina 
wade through all the rules Parliamentary 
procedure. 
meetings (from Garden Clubs city coun- 
cils) indispensable guide. With use- 
ful, “not this, but this” pictures showing some 
JOSEPH typical predicaments and how avoid them. 


The book also includes unique “quick check 


chart” the precedence and other charac- 
teristics motions boon for every chair- 


man. $3.75 


Professor Speech 


The Pennsylvania State University 


HARPER BROTHERS East 33rd St. 16, 


i 
ns 
= 


Ambco 
HEARING AMPLIFIER 


BATTERY OPERATED ELECTRIC OUTLET UNITS 


Full tone clarity without strain, distortion 
annoying surface and background noises 
the Ambco Hearing Amplifier provides easy 
listening for the hard-of-hearing. 


For the student any age. .reproduction 
range, inflections, intonations the human voice 
speech and auditory training, the Ambco 
Hearing Amplifier eliminates speech 
entirely. 


True Tonal Balance 


High Quality Reproduction 
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WHEN ALL OTHERS FAIL... 
YOU CAN GET RESULTS WITH 


IDEAL MELODY MASTER 
AUDITORY TRAINING UNITS 


Shown above the IDEAL MELODY MASTER Special Auditory Training Ampli- 
fier, the speech therapists friend. Two microphones instead one, saves your time, 
speeds results with any type speech correction problem. 


IDEAL MELODY MASTER used all areas speech therapy, foreign language 
teaching, sleep therapy, etc. countries! With IDEAL MELODY MASTER you have 
the finest sound reproduction, clear, crisp NATURAL, better perception, 
discrimination, less fatigue. SPEEDS RESULTS. 


PROVE this will send Unit day trial basis any educational institution. 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


MELODY MASTER MANUFACTURING CO. 
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GENERAL SPEECH: Introduction 


Craic State University Florida and Ohio State University. 
New Second Edition. Ready June. 


thorough revision leading book fundamental speech principles and techniques. 
clear and concise style, covers the speaker, his delivery, speech content ideas, speech struc- 
ture and oral language, and methods speech improvement. Improvement speech accom- 
plished through the mutual operation three phases: the formation desirable attitudes to- 
ward speech; the development understanding the principles involved; and the achieve- 
ment some skill the application these principles the development 
revised Manual will available May. 


ESSENTIALS GENERAL SPEECH 


text based speech social activity, product effective methods learning, and 
process manipulating ideas, this book designed serve short college manual. 
correlates psychological and rhetorical methods and approaches the beginning course. In- 
cludes treatment visible symbolism, self-confidence, personality, adaptation audience, 
informative speaking, and persuasion. 


AMERICAN PUBLIC ADDRESSES 


314 pages, $4.50 (paper edition $2.95). 


anthology outstanding American addresses the past two centuries, from Jonathan 
Edwards Dwight Eisenhower. includes the most representative speeches America’s 
best speakers Presidents, Senators, agitators, preachers, lawyers, college administrators, 
politicians, etc. reflecting national issues and critical movements American history and 
expressing American opinion and temperament. Each speech prefaced brief introduction 
about the speaker, the speech, the audience, and its impact history. 


Send for copies approval 


McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street New York 36, 


ry 
4 
a 
A 
= 


